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T may probably afford ſome Satisfaction to the Reader : 1 

to inform him of the Motives which induced me to (OY 1 
publish this Letter. I have ſeveral Relatives according to | 
the Fleſh, whoſe Salvation I moſt ardently wiſh for and de- } 
fire, who fondly adhere to that which is inconſiſtent not | 
only with the Scriptures of Truth, but alſo with the fun- | 
damental Articles of the Church of England cf wiich they | 
profeſs themſelves do be Members. . | 

I have one Brother particulacly whoſe Mind J have but 


too much Reaſon to fear is captivated by Error merely be- 

cauſe a Man whoſe Duty it is to preach that which is onl 

conſiſtent with thoſe Articles, abjures ſome of the mo 

important Truths of the Gofpel as Hutchinſonianiſm, Me- 

thodiſm and enthu/iaftic Fo lx. „ 4 
It is for his Sake primarily (tho' not to the Excluſion of 


my other Relatives,) that L wrote this Epiſtle; but as I 

know there are many, very many of the ſame Caſt, in this 
our dark and cloudy Day, 1 have ventured to publiſh it, | 

" hoping that under a divine Bleſſing it may be a Means of en- | 
ng their Minds and of cauſing them to throw away 
that as their deadly Poiſon which they now greedily ſwallow 
as their luſcious Potion. - 1 20% 

The Reader will herein find ſome noble Eyidences of true 
Chriſtianity collected as well from the ſacred Records of 
'Truth, as from ſome who have ſet to their Seal that God is 
true, both in their Writings and in their Deaths, The 
mighty free Will which ſome have boaſted of, and that 
conditional Salvation which others have endeavoured to ef. 
tabliſh he will ſee by theſe bleſſed Teſtimonies utterly ex- 

_ paged ©: that inſtead of the one, Man hath no Power ſa 
much as to think a good Thought, but that it is God alone 
that worketh in him both to will, and to do of his good 
Pleaſure, firſt giving him a ood Will, and then enabling $1 
kim to follow the Dictates of that good Will, and that in 1 
the cher there is no Condition , whatſoever betwixt God F 
and the Creature; but that all the Terms of our Salvation | 7M 
wholly ſubſiſt betwixt the Perſons in the bleſſed Trinity, 

ſtipulated in their everlaſting Covenant, and performed in 
their Offices: That our Salvation is freely conferred upon 
us, and the knowledge of it brought home to our Souls by 

the bleſſed Spirit who himſelf abides in us as the Earnzſt f 

that Inheritance, which we ſhall hereafter poſſeſs and enjoy : 

an Inheritance incorruptible undefiled and that fadeth not away, re- 

ſerved in the Heavens, e gy - 8 
I cannot help obſerving here to thoſe who are Enemies 

to the Doctrine of Juſtification by imputed Righteouſneſs how 
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The PRE F A R 

very precarious they make the Salvation of Man to be, by 
never fixing upon with a juſt Preciſion, quhar are and what are 
not thoſe Terms in the Obedience of which we are alone to exp: 
eternal life by Feſus Chrift : I never found two of them yet, 
altogether in one Story. True it is, chat except the one © 
true Religion which exalts Jeſus as a free, unconditional, 
| pr ſent an eternal Saviour, all others are but fond Chimeras. ; 
Mans own good Works either in Whole or in Part, are 
intirely excluded as the meritorious Cauſe of his eternal Feli- 
city: the Goſpel ſets Chriſt before as as the one and the only 
Propitiation, and teaches that the Believer in Jeſus is juſti- 
fied from all Things from which he could not be juſtified 
by the Law of Moſes. And that Perſon, be he whom he 
may, that has been enabled hy Faith to look unto and re- 
ceive this juſtifying Righteouſneſs, he will be careful to 
maintain good Works, knowing that they are good and 
profitable unto Men: He will ftrive to walk (through 
Grace) as Chriſt himſelf walked, and it will be his great 
Concern, from a Principle of Love to Chriſt, to adora the 
Doctrine of God his Saviour in all Things. | 
"Temperance may be preached as a Condition of Salvation 
to a Glutton, Sobriety to a Drunkard, Chaſtity to an A- 
dulterer, Honeſty to a Thief; or any 3 Virtue to 
its Vice, be enforced from the Fitneſs and Rectitude of it; 
but Experience ſhews, that never were any of theſe Sinners 
rouſed from che Sleep of Sin by ſuch moral Alarms; and 
Inſtead of being driven from their favourite Luſts by ſuch 
impotent Means, they have often, like the Abettors of ſuch 
Heathen Rubbiſh been more captivated by them, 
But I ſhall cloſe the Preface with a Word or two to 
- . thoſe: who. may peruſe the following Letter either out 
ol meer Curioſity, or with a Determination to beſtow: moſt 
berally their warmeſt Cenſures upon it, As to the firſt of 
theſe, I would heg of them not ſo much to regard any In- 
accuracies in the Stile and Diction as the Importance of the 

SBubject therein contained: Let them rather examine whether 
Sin has Dominion over them to bring them to Miſery and 
Dieſtruction, or whether the Gift of Righteouſnels, through - 
.  * Grace preſides, and ſheds its happy Influence over their 
J e eee, 

And as to the latter, I would adviſe them (if indeed they 
may be adviſed) to daſt off all invidious Prepoſſeſſions and 
peruſe the Letter with Candour and Impartiality, com- 
aring the Citations with the Seripture that infallible Rule, 
by which they will ſee whether there be not ſome Harmony | 
In theſe antiquated Principles of a true Chriſtian, with the 
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THE 


Docrzixes of JusTIFICATIONz 


BY THE 


Tmputed Righteouſneſs of Currier, Ce. 


9 Dear Brother, ? 


HE many inconcluſive Arguments; which I 
have had with you on religious Matters, the 
great Oppoſition, which you have ſhewed to 


i thoſe Scripture-Teſtimonies, | I have through God's 


Help produced, and conſequently to the Sentiments, 


Articles, and Hom lies, of the Church of England, can» 


not but engage me, out of Love to your precious Soul, 


to attempt, however feebly, to recover you from this 
dangerous Dejuſton ; eſpecially when I reflect how weak, 


how abſurd the Hopes are, which you have in your[clf, 


and which you have diſcovered to me, of an eternal; and 
unfading Weight of Glory. The imminent Deſtruction 

df one ſo near to me, muſt certainly affect, and prompt 
me to make Uſe of every Means, to convince ou of 

your Danger, tha: if it may pleaſe the Lord, you may be 
enabled to fly for Refuge to Him, who ſuffered only for 
Sinners, ſinful as they are; but this ] well know, thet how 


many undeniable Proofs of Scripture, or how many Au- 
thorities ſo ever I may produce from the joint | eſtimo- 
nies of the Articles, Homilies, and Writings, of the 


moſt eminent Divines, who lived in or near the Time 
of the bleſſed Reformation, none can be effectual to open 
"Four Eyes to ſee the Light of Truth, and convinge your 
i RB. Heart 
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Heart of the Need of it, unleſs attended with a divine 
Power; and therefore it is highly neceſſary, both for me 


and you, to implore of God, his gracious Bleſſing; and I 


know of no Words more proper for it, than thoſe uſed in 


the Licurgy of the Church for Whitſunday. O God, 
Who didft teach the Hearts of thy faithful People, by 


the ſending to them the Light of thy Holy Spirit, Grant us 
by the ſame Spirit, to have a right Judgment in all Things, 
and evermore to rejoice in his holy Comfort, through the 
Merits of Chrift Jeſus our Saviour; who liveth and 
reigneth with Thee, in the unity of the ſame Spirit, one 
.G6d, World without End. Amen” © 

But before I enter any further into this important Sub- 


ject, let me caution you againſt, and perſuade you from 


the Danger of reſting your Confidence upon the bare 
Aſſertions of any Man: nay, don't take ny Word for 
what I may advance, but, like the noble Bereaxs, con- 


"ſult your Bible, and ſee if theſe Things be ſo. If the 


Blind lead the Blind, fas s Chrift, they ſhall both fall into 
the Ditch; and therefore you are far from being ſecure 
and ſafe, becauſe you are led by another. True, the 
[Curſe of God will fall upon them, who with lying Doe- 
trines do deceive ; but yet the People, whom they in- 


volve in the Deluſion, partake with them of the Wages 


of Deceit, even an utter Excluſion from Happineſs to al 


Eternity. 


Vou ſee then of how much importance it is to be 
in the Right, and how dreadful the Confequences of being 


Wrong; and the only ſure Direction is the written 
Word of God. ITis not an academical Education, tis 


Not a profound Stock of Learning (though theſe Things 
are very well in their Places) that can enable any Man is 
guide you rightly : No, The World by I iſdam knew nes 


God; and therefore the whole Syſtem of his Salyation runs 
counter to the carnal Reaſon, Underſtanding, and Wiſdom 
of it. e wu be Wiſe, let him became a Fool that he 
may be ce as ADIQLUTE E. 

all his ſelſ- ſufficient Knowledge, by which it will appear 
that he hath attained that Wiſdom from on high, which 
£5 pure, gentle, peaceahle.. Tis not enough for a Mini- 
ſter to have human Acquirements : Alas! he can never 
do divine Work, unleſs God's Spirit has given him di- 
vine Abilities. And he will manifeſt himſelf to be truly 
Ant by God, when his Preaching is conſongnt to the 


iſe; that is, let him renounce as abſolute Folly, 


lively 


x K 
P 
Rvely Oracles of Truth, which God has tranſmitted unte 
us. Believe not every Spirit, ſays St. John, but try the 
Spirits, whether they be of Gad; and the Ways to know 
this is marked out to us 575 bleſled Maſter, He, that 
is of God, heareth God's Words. The preaching of ſuch 
a one and his Life, is regulated by the Scripture ; and 
his Hope and Confidence of Salvation, i, wholly built 
upon the complete Atonement of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
therein revealed. | | . 
1 affirmed (as you may remember) that the Doctrine 
of the Mr you ſit moſtly under, was not according 
to the Rule above-mentioned. I ſhall endeavour (as 
God ſhall help me) in the ſubſequent Pages to prove it, 
of ſhewing you what is the Truth, as it 1s revealed by 
od himſelf, and amply atteſted and confirmed by the 
Writings and Sufferings of pon gy antient, faithful Peo- 
ple: Then you may probably diſcover, whether the 
harge, which hath been ſo often laid againſt me, of 
holding with zew-fangled Doctrines, will not fall upon 
the Score of ſome other Perſon. That certainly cannot be 
a Novelty, or an Innovation, which has the concurrent 
Witneſs of all Antiquity on its Side, but rather that 
faſhionable Mode of Opinion, which for this laſt Cen- 
tury in particular, has been ſet up in Oppoſition to it. 
Pelagianiſm, Arianiſm, Arminianiſm, the Papiſt Tenet 
of Merit in Man, not to mentjon the libidinous Notions 
of Epicurus, like an impetuous Deluge, have overflowed 
the Land. Ignorance and all Manner of Abomination 
have joined their Powers, and oppoſe, with all the Force 
of helliſh Ardour, the free Grace of our God, and the 
ſimple Preaching of the meek, the lowly, and the bleſſed 
3 They who profeſs the Power of God on their 
Souls, are ſtigmatized with an odious Nick- name, are 
ſet up as a Mark, and are every where ſpoken againſt; 
while they, who ,grofe/s to abide by the eftabliſhed 
Church, are employing@ſery Means to pull her down, 
by ſapping her Foundation with rotten Doctrines, and 
diſgracing her by Self-righteous, or what is more com- 
mon, by unrighteous Practices. 1 | 
And, my E Brother leſt you alſo ſhould be ſport= _ 
ing with your own Deceivings, be ever learning, and 
never able to come to the Knowledge of the Truth, I 1 
have endeavoured to lay £10k your Eyes, ſame of 1 
C 9 0 2 | mo 
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- moſt eſſential Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, confirmed 


y Scriptu e and ſome former ſcriptural Divines. 4 
I all beyin with tiat Doctrine, which lies at the 


Root of all true Chriſti:nity, The Fall of Man, from 


that orig nal ReQitude in which he was created. Man 
will allow of and aſſent to this, who inconſiſtently deny 
the Effects of it. They will ſay, we are fallen Creay 


| tures; aye, to be ſure we are; who denies this? But 


the Conſequence the-Church deduces from it, theſe ve 
People will object to as 7a/þ or prepoſterous, To tef 


them that this Root of Sin in them deſerves God's IVrath, 


and Damnation, will put them quite out of Patience: It 
ſavours too much (ſay they) of hot-brained Enthuſiaſm. 


Well, be it fo, yet pray, is it not the Enthuſiaſm of the 


Scripture, and of the Church of God ?!-——Leſt you 
ſhould inconſiderately deny this, I will attempt to prove it. 
Inconſiderately, I ſay; for no Man, that does not per- 
verſely and obſtinately ſhut his Eyes, can fail of ſeeing it. 
We will hear firſt, what Scripture has to ſay of this Mat- 
ter in ſome few particular Places: though the whole Bi- 
ble from Geneſis to Revelations turns upon this Point, 
All we like Sheep have gone aſtray, ſays Iſaiah, lili. 16. 
Behold, ſays the Pſalmiſt, I was ſhapen in Iniquity, 
and in Sin did my Mather conceive me. Hear alſo, what 


St. Paul ſaith, R m. v. 12. By one Man Sin entered inte 


the Morld, and Death by Sin; and ſo Death paſſed upon 


all Men, becauſe all have ſinned, Compare this with what 


fol ows, to the End of the ſame Chapter. Attend like- 


wiſe tg what the dear Redeemer himſelf hath declared, 


when he was in this Vale of Tears, God fo loved the 
Forld. faid He, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have ever- 
lafling Life, Mind, Man was in a per:i/hing State, and 
he finds Salvation only by believing in the only begotten 
Son of God: but mark the next Verſe, Which puts the 


Matter beyond all Diſpute, viz. He that believeth on Him, 
Is not condemned; but he that believeth not is condemned al- 
ready, becauſe he hath not believed in the Name of the anly 
begotten Son of God. He that believeth not is condemne 
already: every Unbeliever is in a State of Condemna- 
tion, the Wrath of God hangs over his guilty Head, 
becauſe he hath ſinned, and come ſhort of the G 
God, In his Progenitor Adam, he was bound to fulfil 
the Law, whereas throughout the whole Courſe of his 
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every one of us; now I will refer you, ſecondly, to what 


l 
ie, he has been continually breaking it: Now the 
You of God which concludes all under Sin, condemng 


all for their tranſgreſſion of it, by which Condemnation, - 


. * 


== they are rendered utterly incapable to perform any Thing 
= good or valid in the Sight of God. A condemned Man 


sa dead Man in the 1 of this Law, and therefore St. 
Paul, writing to the Epheſians, ſays to them, You hath 
he quickened, who were dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins; and 
the. final Conſequence of this grieyous and deplorable 
Fall, if. we are not enabled by Faith, to rely only upon the 
Lord ſeſus Chriſt, is everlaſting Mifery, Sorrow, and 
Woe. O wretched Condition, and ſo much the more, 
as we are infenſible of it! If we knew, indeed, what 
Hell-deſerving Sinners we are, we ſhould fly to the Re- 
fuge and ta the Hope ſet before us, and caſt all our Care 
upon Him, who frecly came into the World to ſave Sin- 
ers. | 
" This is the Teſtimony of God's Word, -concernin 


ood Biſhop Uſer ſays of this Matter; fpeaking of the 


Fall of Adam and Eve, he goes on, It was their Sin, 


in eating the forbidden Fruit, was the Sin of all Men, 
and we therefore became Sinners and guilty of eternal Con- 
demnation ; ſo that they by this firſt Tranſgreſſion, did not 
only loſe for them/elves the Image and Favour of God, but 


 wvithal deprived their Poſterity 7 that bleſſed Eſtate, Rom. 
e 


iii. 23. and plunged them into the contrary, bringing Dam- 
nation upon themſelves, and upon us all: Wherefore this 
eurſed Eſtate of Mankind is called in the Scriptures, the 
Image of Adam, Gen. v. 3. The Old Man, Eph. iv. 
22, The Fleſh, Gen. vi. Jo John Th 6. Rom. V. 12. 
Uſer's Body of Div. Edit. 4. correct. 1653. P. 141. 
Again, in P. 143. hat is the natural State of Man? 
Anſ. Every Man is by Nature dead in Sin, as a loath- 


' ſome Carrion, or as a dead Corpſe, and lieth rotting and 
S in the Grave, having in him the Seed of all Sins, 


See alſo P. 146. Hath this inbred Sin, wherein every Man 
is conceived, equally polluted all Men? Anf. Yes, Though 
not altogether al:ke, for Diſpoſition and Motion to Evil 
fer Experience teacheth us, that forme are by Nature more 
mild, courteous, and gentle than others ; which Difference, 
netwithſtanding is no! ſo much in the Natures of Men, as 


#1 the Lord, wwho repreſſeth theſe Sins, which he ſuſfereth to 


en LL 
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5 . | 

7 wh #n others. Queſt. In what Part of our Nature, doth 
is our Corruption ahide ? Anſ. In the whole Man, from 
the. Top to the Toe, and every Part both of Body and Soul, 
Theil. v. 23. Like unto a Leproſy, that runneth from the 
Fown of the Head to the Sole of the Foot, Iſaiah i. 6. 
but chiefly it is the Corruption Fl the five Faculties of the 
Soul, hich are thereby deprived of that Holineſs, wherein 
God hath created them in Adam. | 


, 


_ Here you have the Sentiments of one of the moſt pious 
Id learned Pillars of the Church of Chriſt ; See then 


| How depraved we are; from the Crown of our Heads to 


Ys Soles of our Feet ; we have nothing but the Bruiſes, 
ounds, and putrifying Sores of Sin, Our Minds, 
which once were formed in the Similitude and Likeneſs of 
God, are now become carnal, ſenſual, deviliſh : Yea, 
fo very deviliſh, that our carnal Mind is Enmity againſt 
God. I is not ſubject to the Law of God, neither indeed 
can be, Rom. vlii. 7. Not only an Enemy, faith Dr. 
Owen, but Enmity : An Enemy may be reconciled, but En- 
mity cannot. And indeed, till God has ſubdued the En- 
nity which is in us, by his almighty Grace, we ſhall be 
Keen Enemies and Oppoſers of Him, his People, and 
DoRrines, He that is dead in Sin, or in other Words, 
be that is in his fallen, natural, unregenerate State, hates 
God, as much as any Devil in Hell : For, did Satan re- 
bel againſt God ? he has done the ſame. Does Satan 
hate the Ways of his Creator? he can endure them no 
better. Is the Devil continually, rebelling againſt God? 
Man is always doing the ſame, ſinning againſt his Law, 
living to himſelf, pulling down, as much as in him lies, 
the Glory of God; yes, and he carries his Obſtinacy and 
irreconcileable Malice ſo far as to perſecute thoſe, who 
through the Senſe of their deepDepravity, and their im- 
pending, everlaſting Deſtruction, have through Grace fled 

to te City of Refuge. An Inſtance of this Occurs to me 
From the Pariſh. wherein you live; your M—r nct only 
hates the true Goſpel, but oppoſes them who preach it; 
To parochial Church, among others, has its Doors 
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arred and bolted againſt thoſe who have found Merc | 


ol the Lord, to be faithful Diſpenſers of his holy Word. 


I proceed %o another point neceſſary to be inſiſted on, 
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and which is quite as diſagreeable to the proud mind 
of fallen Man as the former, a e det eee 
That no Man by his own natural Power can ever poſ- 
ſibly extricate himſelf from this miſerable Bondage and 
Captivity of Sin, that he cannot of himſelf fo much as 
think a good Thought, or ſpeak a good Word; but if ever 
he awake to Righteouſneſs it muſt be by the Almigh 
Power of God, giving him Life, and then granting bi 

Strength to perform the Functions of that Life, which arg 

= Righteouſneſs, Peace and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, 
7 15 our chief Voucher, and moſt ſubſtantial Authority, 

let us come to the Word and Teſtimony of God. Har 
= how the Lord by the Mouth of the Prophet exclaims, 

O Iſrael, thou haſt deſtroyed thyſelf, but in me is thy he 
Hotea xiii. 6. In me is Salvation, as if he ſhould ſay, and 
no where beſide. Hear alſo what the Lips of Truth have 
declared, No man can come to me, except the Father, which 
= hath ſent me draw him, John vi. 44. See this repeated 
alſo in ver. 65. And again, As the Branch cannot bear Fruit 
#f itſelf, except it abide in the Vine: no more can ye, except 
ye abide in me, John xv. 2. This bleſſed Evidence is 
irreſiſtable, if there were never another Text of the 
lame Import in the Bible, but bleſſed be God, there are 
many ; yea this, the preceding, and every Article of 
faithful Chriſtianity are but ſo many Channels, through 
which with unceaſing Current the Wil off God delivers 
ed in his Word beautifully runs, and profitably flows. 
But I have another Witneſs, which is ſufficient of it- 
felf to make this Matter quite Conclufive, which is the 
' Apoſtle Paul who thus expreſſes himſelf, mo/? gladly 
therefore will I rather glory in my Infirmities, that the 
= Power of Chriſt may reſt upon me; _—_ J take Plea- 
= fare in Infirmities, in Reproaches, in Neceſſities, in Per- 
= /ſecutions, in Diſtreſſes for Chriſt's ſake: for when I am 
weak, then am I ſtrong. Thus by Sin are we at once 
{tripped of Riphtcouſneſs and Strength. Our Lord 
W deautifully repreſents our helpleſs Condition, in the Para- 
dle of the Man who fell among Thieves, Luke x. 30, 
© Kc. and had it not been for himſelf the good Samaritan 
who came” where we were, took our Law Place and 
ſuffered in our Room and Stead, we muſt have FR 
? nued 


jn regard to our own inherent ſ 


P 
ned in this miſerable Condition, and have been loſt 
for ever. 1 | 

Thus you ſee what is the clear Senſe of the Scripture, 

ciency, or rather in- 

Tufficicncy, of attaining a moral ReQitude anſwerable to 

the Demands of the Law of God, and that we have no 

Strength naturally to perform good Works acceptable to 

God: For being corrupt evil Trees, we can do no 

more than bring forth evil Fruit, and that continually. 

God's Word fixes our Caſe to be thus; and we will now 

Tee how conformable the Articles of our Church are to it. 

The XIIIch Article is "ey expreſs, and pertinent, 

All Works dome, before the Grace of Chriſt, and the In- 
 ſtiration of his Spirit, are not lang to God ;, foraſmuch 
As they ſpring not of Faith in C %, and for that they are 
not done as God hath willed and commanded them to be 
done, we doubt not but they have the NATURE or Six. 


And again, ſays our Church in her Xth Article; the 


Condition of Man, ſince the Fall of Adam is fuch, That 
he cannot prepare and turn himſelf by his own natural 
Strength, and good Works to Faith and calling upon God!? 
I herefore we have no Power to do good Works pleaſing 
and acceptable to God, without the Grace of God by Cbriſi 


preventing Us, that We May have a good Will and working 


with us when we: have that good Will © 

I might produce many Witneſſes, in confirmation of 
the Truth of this Doctrine, but ſome few ſhall ſuffice. 
St. Augu/tine, Biſhop of Hippo, in Africa, one of the 
primitive Fathers, ſhall be the firſt. Addreſſing himſelf 
to God, he ſays, So true it is, that while I was without 
Thee, I was not at all; but fell back into nothing. Blind 
and deaf and inſenſibls : To do good, having no Inclination; 
no Knowledge to avoid Evil. What Man, in ſo few 
Words, can ſpeak more to the Purpoſe ? He confeſſes, 
that while he was without God in the World, and un- 
influenced by his Spirit, he was not only unable to turn 
to God, but was as inſenſible of Him, as though he 
Was annihilated, blind, and deaf, without a good Incli- 
nation, and without Knowledge or Deſire to avoid the 
Evil, which beſet him. 0 


Ihe next in order of Time, is a Teſtimony I extract 


from a Confeſſion of Faith, ſigned by no leſs than forr- 


de 
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teen bleſſed M tyrs, after the Confeſſion of their Hopy 
in regard to Juſtification before G d, and that it wan 


alme in Chriſt, and the free Imputation of his Rightes 


vuſneſs; they add; By this we diſallow of the papiſfical 
* Will, and all Il ori of Merit, 2 
B. 1. p. 71. | 


The Book bf Homilies, that happy Bulwark of the 
Church from yal Doctrine, affords us another warrant 
for inſiſting on this Point. We all (fay our Retormers} 
are become unclean, but we are not able to cleanſe our- 
ſelves, nor make one another clean. For we are 
Nature the Children of God's Wrath, but we are not 
able to make ourſelves the Children and Inheritors of 
God's Glory. We are as Sheep that run aſtray, but 
we cannot of our own Power come again to the Sheep- 
fold; ſo great is our Imperfection and Weakn'ſs, In 
ourſelves, therefore, may we not glory, which of ' our» 
ſelves are noching but Sin: Neither yay we rejoice in 
any Works that we do; all which be ſo imperfect and 
impure; that they are not able to ſtand before the righ- 
teous Judgment Seat of God, as the, holy Prophet Das 
vid faith; Enter not into Judgment with thy. Servant, 
Q Lord, for no Man that liveib ſhall be found righteous in 
thy Sight. To God, therefore, we muſt flee, or elſe 
ſhall we find no Peace, Reft, and Quietneſs of Con- 
ſcience in our Hearts.” Second Sermon on the ' Miſery 


* 


of Man. # 1 ET 
We will next attend to what the great Biſhop Uſher 
teſtifies of this Matter: See his Sum and Subltance of 
the Chriſtian Religion, Page 145. Queſt. ** Is there 
not a Power left in Man, whereby he may recover his 
former Happineſs ? Anſw. Man hath ſtill Power to 
perform all outward Actions, but not to change himfelf, 
until he be changed by the Grace of God. Queſt; Is 
a Man then able to perform the Law of God perfectly? 
Anſw. They that ar: not born again of God, Gal. iii. 
22, cannot keep it at all, Ram. viii. 3, not in any one 
Paint, as pleaſing to God thereby, in Reſpect of them- 
ſelves. Phil. iii. 9, Titus iii. 5, For except a Man be 
born of God, he cannot fee the Kingdom of Heaven, 
nor enter therein, neither can he keep the Command- 
ments of God. Moreover, all Men b. Nature, being 
Conceived and born in Sin, are not " inſufficient to 

every good Wok, but allo diſpoſed. to all, Vice ani 
| 4 | ny * 5 1 „ ll Wicked- - 
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Wickelnes. Queft. Can Men, in this Eſtate, do no 
good Thing to pleaſe God, to deſerve at leaſt ſomething 
of his Favour? Anſw. We have ſoſt by this Sin all the 
Righteouſneſs we had in our Creation: So now as if 
od ſhould ſay to us, Think but a good Thought to thyſelf, 
and thou ſhalt be ſaved, We cannot. But our Nature is 
 asa ſtinking Puddle, which within itſelf is loathſome, 

and being moved is worſe,” 
* Biſhop Beveridge, whoſe great Learning, and greater 
Zcal for God, will ever be remembered joyfully by eve- 
ry. true Proteſtant, and ſincere Chriſtian, gives his Sanc- 
tion for the above Argument in the following Words. 
« Thelieve it (ſays he, in his Private Thoughts, p. 51,) 


a oa A AAA 


a thouſand Times eaſi r for a Worm, or a Fly, or any 

other deſpicabie Inſect whatſoever, to underſtand the 

Affairs of Men, than for the teſt of Men, in a natural 

Eſtate, to appichend the Things of God. No, there 

is none can know God, nor by Confequence any Fhing 

that is really good; but only ſo far as they are Partakers 

of the Divine Nature. We muſt, in ſome Meaſure, 

be like to God, before we can have any true Concep- 

tions of him, or be really delighted with him. We 

muſt have a ſpiritual Light, before we can behold ſpr- 

ritual Things ; which every natural Man being deſtitute 

| of, he can ſee no Comelineſs in Chriſt, why he ſhould 
| - de deſired; nor ang Amiableneſs in Religion, why it 
ſhould be embraced.” e 
Again, (ſee Page 159.) I am not ſufficient of my- 

ſelf, to think any thing as of myſelf, but my Sufficieney 

is ot God: (2 Cor. iii. 5,) And if I be not ſufficient to 

think any thing, much leſs am J able of myſelf to think 

of that which is good; Foraſmuch as to good Thoughts 

there muſt always be ſuppoſed a ſpecial Concurrence of 
W e 

And again, elſewhere; © I wonder (fays he) at the 
Doctrine that ſome Men have advanced concerning Free- 
Will; and it is a Myſtery to me, how any that ever 
had Experience of God's Method in working out Sin, 
and been Grace in our Hearts, ſhould think 'they 8 
can do it. by themſelyes, or any thing in order to it. 
Not that I do in the leaſt queſtion, but that every Man;ñ 
may be ſaved that will; for this I believe is'a real 'Truth. 8. 
But I do not believe that any Man of himſelf can wil! la 


A 0 de fed; whertfore if God enables à Soul effecually 0 
; du. | ; wy | tg , 
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d the Truth of divine Revelation, 


: | Note fur her, that the Apoſtle doth not only Jays Hr 
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bo will Salvation, he will certainly give Salvation ta 


that Soul; But I believe it is impoſſible for my Soul to 
will Salvation of itſelf, as to enjoy Salvation without 


TIN, 
wh 
"2 K 
* 4 
4 
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I will next refer you to the müch- admired Mr. Bar- 


= 3zitt's Explication of 1 Cor. ii. 14. Obſerve, firſt, 
the Subject ſpoken of, à natural Man. Secondly, what 
is here affirmed of the natural Man, with Reference. to 
2 ſpiritual Things. Firſt, That he receiveth not the 
chings of the Spirit of God. Secondly, That he cannot 


know tnem: Where note, it is not ſaid, that he know- 


; eth not the hinge of God, but the things of the Spirit 
of God: For there are ſome things of Gad which a na- 


tural Man may know ; but the things of the Spirit of 


God, as Truths truly evangelical, theſe he xcceiveth 


not, neithtr in his Underſtanding, nor in his Will. 


DOTH NOT, but HE CANNOT KNOW THEM. Natu- 
ral Reaſon, by what Helps ſoever aſſiſted and improved, 


zs altogether inſufficient, without ſpiritual Illumination, 
do apprehend ſupernatural and evangelical Truths. Ob- 


ſerve, thirdly, The Reaſon declared why the natural 
rec-iveth not the things of the Spirit, BE CAUSE 


THEY ARE FOOLISHNESS TO HIM; (1. e.) he accounts 


them fooliſhneſs when propounded to him, becauſe: he 


_ doth not ſee them proved from Principles of natural 


Reaſon, and by philoſophical Deductions, which is only 


that he ſeeks after. The Reaſon is alſo added why 


they cannot know them; BECAUSE THEY, ARE SPI- 


+ RITUALLY DISCERNED: (i, e.) The natural Man 


cannot know divine Things, by that Wiſdom which he 
alone is conducted by; and ſpiritual Things muſt be ſpi- 
ritually diſcerned, for being Myſteries, they are not 
known by human Reaſon, but by ſpiritual Revelation: 


And if the Wiſdom of this World, or the learned and 


and wiſeſt Men of the World, were thus unable by the 
ſharpeſt Light of Reaſon to diſcover evangelical Myſie- 


ties, Lord, how endearing are our Obligations for the 
Benefit of ſupernatural Revelation, whereby the hidden 
= Wiſdom of God is made known unto us!“ EE 


Thus have I endeavoured to ſhew the Senſe of the 


FLoeripture, concerning this important Point; and have 


laid before you the concurrent wog of the Fathers, 
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ing Doctrine from ou Eyes; than which, noting 
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"het bag — 7 but e 4 er 
W S! in aden em, 1 8 from their being tied and ni 
pound in the Chain of cheir Sins? Tell me the Man, L. 
en ur, the real Chriſtian, Who can declare, that 1 
Motion ail natural Li age he ever avoids the BY 
h a Creature is only, 

* only” be b the Airy Phantom of ſome meta Hyſical 
Fa + without an any” Exiſtence, but in their deluded, „ 
theft fins lac Minds. But bring one of theſe àppa - 
rent Chriſtians to the Criterion, 'for true Gold is mani- 
feſted to de ſo by the Touchſtone ; let us ſee his Walk 
and een. Has he no Pleaſure in Sin? No In. ; 
© ination allowed of to commit Evil? If his outward} 
Actions be decent and regular, how is his Heart? If ha 
de no ni ©: Fg of God, and born of his Holy Spirit, this 
che cture of him. He will avoid with Care all ſuck 
Habs er z as ing injure his Character; nay, he maj 
Ha reat many ſpecious good Things to procure” bim. 
g elf 9 9 9 75 and to 'make Men admire Fo Decencys 9 
*'' Morality and Inte grity ; but he will be either firokini 
e ver . 5 Nth ſme· ſpun Character, delightin 
himſelt it it, ot all the While have ſome” little Boſomſ 
Jim, (as he thinks) 18 ly with, and yet all be well a 
10 bet View him in his Retirements; there he has Op 5 


to indulge thoſe Things, which he would nd and 

Neighbours be acquainted with for all the Worlii 
Why! Becauſe he ſets he muſt be odious to then ing 
His AR Profeſſion is a Cheat, and the Devil has cheat i Wut 
* ed him into and in it, by making him ſuppoſe' that be 5 pn 
in the high Road to y Sh, when, alas! the po av 
e totally inſenfible of his Danger, | 18 walking Mpel, 
N he Verge of Hell. os | -_ ; N 
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his is Man's Free-Will ! Willing enough to follow 
Sin, and to Work all Uncleanneſs with Greedineſs, 
but without the leaſt Deſire of himſelf to come to God, 
It be has, as it may ſom times ſeem, a Diſpoſition to 
ſome cuti˙ard good Act (tu: inward Religion ſuch People 
are Stranger to) yet it is the dges Principle in eve 
non inal Chriſtian's Heart, to reject God's Way of Salva- 
tion. Ah! that is too, too humbling ! He cannot bear 
to ſee Man reduced to nothing, that Chriſt alone might 
be exalted, and God be all in al, DS 
But how can we enough deplore thoſe heterodox Preach- 
ers, with which we abound in this latter Day? Armi- 
nianiſm, like a thick Cloud, has almoſt oyerſpread the 
Land, and ſome of thoſe few Paſtors,; whom God has 
= reſerved to maintain his Cauſe, are excluded from the 
Places appointed for their Miniſtry, and eſteemed the OF 
ouring of all Things, While thoſe (who pretend to 
feed others, though they have never taſted of the Bread 
of God themſelves) who are Men- plæaſers, Time-ſervers, 
and Sef<deceiuers, are ſet up as the only Orthodox 
Preachers, and receive the Approbation of the miſ-guid- 
ed Multitullee. 1 
Another maſt eſſential Point, in which you have un- 
happily and unwarrantably oppoſed me is, That we are 
= 7/tified by the Righteouſneſs of Cbriſt alone, through Faith, 
Ide nat wonder at this, when I conſider that I heard 
r fromthe Pulpit ſay, ſpeaking of good and 


bad Men, No one can tell the one from the other, in 
1\ſW this Life, but it will be revealed in the Day of Judg- 
ment; when every Man will receive according to his 
18 Merits.” ' There is a Principle in our proud, fallen Na- 
WW ture, which contradicts and oppoſes this Doctrine. And 
n tin the Law of God (applied by the Spirit) has 


vrought upon the. Conſcience by ſome of its ſevere Con- 
Nvictions, this Oppoſition will always remain vigorous, 
Wand unremitted. But when by the mighty Power of 
-oiinely ſinful, how deeply polluted all its Faculties are, 
- dut alſo of chat bitter Vial of the Wrath of the Majeſty 
er high, ready to be poured on him for Sin; then to 
ave the Saviour of Sinners ſtanding 25 as in the Goſ- 
in el, and making a Declaration of free Pardon, an entire 
Ablution from Filthineſs, and a juſtifying Righteouſs 
ese; how welcome is it to his inmoſt Deſite; how * 


God, the Soul is made not only ſenſible, haw exceed- 8 


% =y 
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it make bim rejoice, with Joy unſpeakable, and full of 
Gtory! To ſee, by Faith, that Chriſt hath borne a!) i 
Brs Sins in his own Body upon the Tree, and hath made 
full, free, and perfect Satis ſaction to God for them. O ⁵ 

ke tranſporting View! more dear than a thouſand ſuch 
_ 'fiblunary Worlds as this; and which ſhall remain when 
PFime ſhall be no more; and when the Earth, and the 7 
Works that are therein, ſhall be burnt up. 
TFhe Unhappineſs is, few ſee their Need of an abſo- 8 

Iutely perfect Righteouſneſs, in order to ſtand before the 

Bar of God, and to be pronounced holy in his Sight: Ml 
But off ſuppoſe, that if they are zprighs and ſincere, (as 
they call it) if they do as much as hey can, God is a 
merciful God, he will never require of them more than 
they can perform, and therefore they have this abomina- 
dlc Piece of Preſumption, That God will reward them 
with an exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory, and 
with his divine Fulneſs to all Eternity, for choſe frnful, 
- An-defiſed Performances of their's, in Time I hardly 
know on which to paſs the moſt ſevere Strifture, whe- ; 
ter on their Vanity, or their ſcriptural Opinion. How ¾ · 
vain is it in Reaſon to ſuppoſe, that we, who are fullen, 
urclean Creatures, and who Were Scripture proves) can - 
dot, of ourſelves, do the leaſt good Thing, ſhould ne- 
vertheleſs be able, out of the filthy Spring of Sin, to 
draw the pure Waters of Righteouſneſs ? No, we can 
never do a good Deed, till we have. by Faith received 
our Juſtification; nor have we ever done one good, 
Work throughout the Courſe of our Lives, if we have 
not yet receivech it. e N 2 = 
Hefides ſych a vague Notion tends to render the Re- 
""gemption, which is by Jeſus Chriſt, of no Account at 
ll: For if Im, and can be juſtified by the Fruit of ml 
don Doings, (either in whole or in part) if my Sinceritl 
arc Amendment of my outward Life be - ſufficient i 
- - tone and make up to God for all my paſt Sins and Di 
- obedience, and can now by the Reſult of my own Will 
 mitionally convinced of what is termed the 8Sweetneſs ol 
. _ Virtue, keep a ſtraight and regular Courſe to Heaven 
© what Nonſenſe would it be to ſend the Son of God ini ei 
' the World to die for Sin; and what Blaſphemy, to vw 
© poſe ke fuffered for ncthing ? Surely, of all Men, 0888 


argue the molt irratianal and prepoſterous, | 
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But that Jeſus Chriſt alone, can juſtify Sinners, an 
W fave them thereby with an eternal Salvation, I ſhall now 
© endeavour to ſhew from the lively Oracles of Truth. 
The Prophet Iſaiah was zealous for God in this Parti- 
© cular, In the Lerd (fays he) ſhall all the Seed of {ſrad 
© be juſtified, and ſhall glory, Iſaiah xly. 25. In the Lord, ob- 
* ſerve, i. e. in his precious Merits ; by his Agony and 
= bloody Sweat, by bis Croſs and Paſſion, by his precious 

Death and Burial, by his glorious Reute den and A= 
cenſion, and by the coming of the Holy Ghoſt; in and 
y theſe alone will the Lord ever deliver us. Hz 

as wounded (ſays the ſame evangelical Prophet, liii. 5.) 
= for our Tranſgreſſions, and was bruiſed for our Iniguitres; 
and the Lord hath laid upon him the Iniquity of | us at. 
= And again, in Verſe 8, He was cut Ca aut of the Land of 
BW the liui mg; for the Tranſgreſſion of my People was he ſtricken 
And furher, in Verſe 10, Thou wilt make his Soul an 
Offering for Sin. And in Ver. 11, He ſpall ſee of the 
= Travel of his Soul and be ſatisfied, by his Knowledge (or 
by the Knowledge of him) hall my righteous Servant 
= ju/tify many, for he ſhall bear their Iniquities, We will 
| now look into the New Teſtament, and there we ſhalt 
find the bleſſed Apoſtles harping on the ſame String, and 
preaching the ſame Goſpel with the holy Prophets. Now 
in the End of the World bath he (fays the Apoſtle, mean 

ing Chriſt)' put away Sin by the Sacrifice of Himself. 
= Chri/t was once offered to bear the Sins of many. Heb. ix. 
26, 27. Chrift (ſays another) hath once ſuffered for 
Sins, the Jo for the Unjuſl, that he might bring us to 
Gad. 1 Pet. ui. 18. ho his orun ſelf bare our Sins in 
his own. Body on the Tree. Verie 24. Permit me to add 
one Word of the Prophet Daniel, ix. 24, concerning 
the Conſequence of the Meſſiah's coming; which is, Tv 
i Tranſereſſron and to mate an End of Sins, and 10 


make Reconciliation for Iniquity, and to bring in everlaſi- 
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a ing Righteouſneſs. Fear likewile the Song of the Saints 
W above:. Thou art worthy to take the Book. and open the 


Seals thereof, for thou waſ? ſlain, and haſt redeemed us to 
J 1 Cod by thy bod, Rev. v. 9. | . n 
Through Faith, in this propitiatory Sacrifice, we re- 

ie the Benefit of it, even our Juſtification. Yet 
ough this Matter be written in the Scriptures as with 
32 Sun-beam, what prepoſterous Notions have many Peo- 
eee about it! Oge ſyppoles that the ſole Cauſe of his 
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of my Es 
: of us turn to the Epiſtle of St. Paul to the Romans, 

Chap. iii. ver. 22, The Righteoufneſs of God is bly Faith i 

of Feſus Chriſt unto, and upen all them that teiieve. See 
further, ver. 24, &c. Being ju/tified freely by his Grace, 4 
through the Redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt, whom God ir 
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Acceptance with God will be the good Tranſactions of ., 
his Liſe. Another Dreams that it will not be altogether ⁵ 


Works, but the mean Way between Faith and 
Works; and thoſe Things wherein he is defective, Chriſi 


will ſupply by his Merits, in order to his Salvation. 


again aver; that Faith, inſtead of being the 


” 7 a 


Aion of it. But all theſe do err, not knowing the Scrip- 


Grace gien to receive Juſtification, is the Caſe or Con- 


fires, nor the Power of God. Faith is the Means by if 


Which we receive this unſpeakable Gift from God; jul 
as the empty Hand of a Beggar is the Inſtrument by 
which he appropriates the Alms given to him to his Uſe 
and Benefit. As without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe i 


God, becauſe without it we can receive nothing from 


his divine Fulneſs, ſo neither is the Grace of Faith, ſim- 


_ ply conſidered in itſelf, the Motive of God's Reconcilia- 
tion with us; but hat which Faith looks to and fixes up- 


on, even the Righteouſneſs of the Redeemer. The Na- 
ture of Faith itielf is often miſ-underſtood : Many ſup- 
oſe, with the poor Papiſts, that it is a Quality in tne 


Soul, without Chriſt, and when they hear of the great | 


Things which have been effected through Faith in Chriſt, E. 


they imagine that Faith, not Chriſt through Faith in 
him, has done them.” And not a few have been led to 


ridiculous Extravagances, on a Suppoſiti6n, that if they 
had Faith they might'do any thing ; but ſuch are totally 
unacquainted with the Nature of the heavenly Gift ; 


For this bleſſed Principle firſt acts upon the Promites. of 


God, and then applies thoſe Promiſes to the Stiength, il 


Conſolation, and Support of the Believer. | If there were 


no Promiſe, there could be no Faißt. 
This being premiſed, we will ſee what Grounds, and 


what Promiſes, Faith has to build upon, with reſpect to | = 
the eternal Juſtification of the Chriſtian : I ſay eternal, 
becauſe the Soul that is really juſtified, ſhall never finally BF: 


fall from it. I give unto them eternal Life, ((ays-Chriſt) 
and 27 Hall never periſb, neither ſhall any pluck them out 
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bad. to declare bis Righteouſneſs for the Rinufion of Sint 
n 


bat are paſt, through the Forbearance of God + To declart, 
. ſay, at this Time his Righteouſneſs, that be might be juſt, 
ud the Fuſtißer of him, which believeth in Piles Here 


Palvation; and that God is juft, in givin us theſe 
Inſearchable Riches of Chriſt, * alth; as 
e otherwiſe would be 7% to damn us for our unpar- 
Woned Iniquities. He Was jſt in inſlicting the Puniſh- 
nent due to us, when Chryt took our Sins upon him- 
if; and now he is equally jut in juſtifying us by the 


Being God and Man in one Chriſt, what he did had in- 
Winite Merit in it, far above all the Holineſs of  Arch- 


magnify the Law and make it honourable as one in a 
private Capacity, but as the fœderal Head, Surety, and 
Repreſentative of all his People. As they who are in- 
volved in Adam's Sin, are partakers of Death, fo they, 
who are intereſted in Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, with Chriſt 
alſo are Inheritors of his Glory. ei 


Furthermore, look attentively into the iv Chap. of the 


Romans, Ver. 6, and ſee how David (as cited by St, 
Faul) deſcribeth the bleſſedneſs of the Man unto whom God 
Wmputeth Righteouſneſs without Works, Read on to the 
End of the Chapter, and the Beginning of the next, 
and ſurely the heavenly Deſcription, the wonderful Ae- 
Fount of juſtifying Faith, is enough, (if che Lord ac- 
ZTompany it) to raviſh your Soul with Wonder and Joy, 
Novich Aſtoniſnment and Delight. Peruſe further, the 
th Chapter of the ſame Epittle, where the Apoſtle is 


i 


4 peaking of his Kinſmen after the Fleſh, of whoſe Salva- 
ion we often find him ſo careful, But why ſhould he 

e ſo very anxious, why ſhould he almoſt wiſh himſelf 
ell as himſelf, and to them pertained the Adoption, 
ache Glory, and the Covenants, and the giving of 


e Law, and the Service of God, the Promiſes, and a 
eat deal more. Why then had he this great Heavineſe, 
4 continual Sorrow in his Heart? Were they out- 
ray prophane, ungodly and ſcandalous ; were they. 
227 horemongers, Thieves, N Murderers? Noe, He 


could 


— 


ou ſee; my dear Brother, mention is made of Righ- 
Reouſneſs, and that the Righteouſneſs of God freely 
ien to the Soul through Faith, in order to its 


Wighteouſneſs which Jeſus wrought out upon the Earth. 


| angels, and what he did was not for himſelf ; he did not 


ceurſed from Chriſt for them ? They were Iſraelites as 


2 8 
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| 5 eculd even bear them record, that 2 had a Zeal of iele 
| Soc, (I wiſh 1 could ſay as much of our preſent ſe|f. Mee 
3 righteous Generation) they were exact in their Deal- are: 
"WH ing, in their outward Morals uncorrupt, in Prayer 2 it of 
and Faſtings frequent, and in Alms liberal. Then why not 
did Paul vex himſelf ſo much about them? Why? Alas, That 
he had a dreadful Reaſon ! And he tells you, that, they Dos 
being ignorant of God's 'Righteouſneſs, and going about 11 Expr 


| 3 ęſtabliſb their own Righteouſneſs, have not ſubmitted them- Se 


8 
44 


- ſelves to the Righteouſneſs of God, They were puffed up, art 
under a-Notion that they were a mighty good Sort of Pee- on- 
ple, and that all would be well with them: when at the that 
ſame Time they were farther from the Kingdom of God, Miſſi 
| than Publicans, Harlots, and what is called the Refuſe Bod 
8 of Mankind. This grieved the holy Man of God; er 
1 | not their performing any good Works; but the unhoh if 
| - Motives, the ſelf-righteous Ends, which they: propoſed ies to 
to themſelves in doing them. But he has guarded us ive 
5 againſt this ignis fatuus, which then did, and now does Mere 
miſlead ſo many precious Souls, by leaving upon Record, thei 
| that Chriſt is the End of the Law for Righteouſneſs to Perip 
every one that believeth ; and ſuch an one will evermore Auſtit 
defire to count all his own Righteouſneſs as filthy Rags, ect 
and all things elle but Loſs for the Excellency of the Knaw-8 uſtif 
_ deage of Chriſt Jeſus his Lord; yea, and counts them but 
Dung, that he may win Chrijt, and be found in him, noi 
having his own Righteouſneſs, which is of the Law, bu" 

that which is through the Faith of Chriſt, the Rigbteguſneſi 

_ which is of God by Faith, Phil. iii. 8, 9. 

. _ Theſe, and many more Texts in the ſacred Ora- 
cles, do, with the moſt perfect Harmony, confirm this 
| bleſſed and comfortable Article of Fu/tification by Faith. 
This is the fundamental Difference betwixt Papiſts an! 
true Proteſtants ; the one uphold the Opinion of Man's 
Merit and Goodneſs, but the other maintain the Do- 
trine of Free Grace and imputed Righteouſneſs ; and 
Pet, alas, this important Diſtinction ſeems to be wearing 
= away. The Maintenance of this Hope of true Righte- 
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„„ 2ouben brought thoſe bleſſed Men to the Stake, Who fe 
are now ſinging joyous Hallelujahs before the Throne e. 
_ of God above. | 825 9 T 
Wl  _--. TI am not without Company, in confeſſing this to be 
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the /o/e Hope of my Salvation. No, I have, bleſſed be 


Soc, the beſt, The Fathers, who compoſed the A- 
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3 icles of the Church of England, are wholly on my Side. 
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preſſed in the Homily of Juſtification.” 


0c e us, to ſpeak properly of our Juſtification: 
chat is to ſay) Our Works do not merit or «eſerve Re- 


ther thing than St. Paul meant, when he ſaid, Faith 


Pithout Works juſtifieth us.“ | 


Whey muſt be done to the End to ſhew ourſelves thank- 


red he, when I ſhall with my good Works merit 
azven, as the Papiſts da?“ Again, in Page 805, 


Pee their Declaration in the eleventh Article, viz. “ We 
Ware accounted Righteous before God, only farithe Me- 
Writ of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt by Faith, and 
Wot for our own Wosks or Deferving:, Wherefore. 
hat we are juſtfied by Fa'th only, is a moſt wholeſome. 
Poctrine, and very full of Comfort; as more largely is 


Lee likewiſe the Homily of the Salvation of Man, 
Part 3. Page 22, Truth it is, that our own Works 


Niſſion of our Sins, and make us of unjuſt, juſt before 
od; but God, of his own Mercy, through the only 
Nerits and Detervings of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, doth juſ- 
Wity us. Nevertheleſs, becauſe Faith doth directly ſend 
Ws to Chriſt fo: Remiſtion of our Sins, and that by Faith 
Wiven us of God, we embrace the Promiſe of God's 
Mercy, and of the Remiſſion of our Sins (which none 
ther of our Works properly doth). Therefore the 
Peripture uſeth to ſay, that Faith without Works doth - 
Y uſtify. And, foraſmuch as it is all one Sentence in Ef- 
ect to ſay, Faith without Works, and only Faith, doth 
Juſtify us, therefore the antient Fathers of the Church 
rom Time to Time have uttered our Juſtification with 
his Speech, only Faith doth juſtify us, meaning no 


® Biſhop Latimer, who ſealed this Truth with his Blood, 
Pas theſe Words in his Volume of Sermons, many of 
Which were preached before the King, in the Year 
553, Page 798: Theſe are good Works, when any 
ne doth his Calling God hath appointed him to do; but 


Wl, therefore they are called in Scripture, Sacrifices of 
WT hankſgiving ; not to win Heaven withal. For if we 
Would do ſo, we ſhould deny Chriſt our Saviour, deſpiſe - 
d tread him under our Feet. For to what Purpoſe. 


The Papiſts ſay, with their good Works they have 
ſerved Heaven, and thoſe, ſay they, that have merited 
ich their own good Works, ſhall be received of Chriſt, 
add be admitted to everlaſting Salvation. As for the 
_ == — others 


4. 
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eihers, that have not merited everlaſting Life, they ſha! 
de caſt into everlaſting Darkneſs ; for Chriſt will not 
ſuffer wicked Sinners to be taken into Heaven, but ra- 
| ther receive thoie which deſerve. And fo it appeareth, 
that th eſteem our Saviour not to be a Redeemer, but 
only a fudge, which ſhall give Sentence over the Wick- 


ed to go into 5 Fi ire, and the Good he wall call | 


to everlaſting Felicity. 
And this is the Opinion of the Papiſts, as concerning 


ou Saviour; which Opini: on is moſt deteſtable, abomi- *® 


- nable, and filthy in the Sight of God. For it diminiſh- 
eth the Paſſit.a of Chriſt, it taketh away the Power and 
Strength of the fame Paſſion, it defileth;the Honour and 
Glory of Chriſt, it forſaketh and denieth Chriſt and all 
his Bae. For if we ſhall be judged of our own De- 
ns we ſhall be damned everlaſtingly. Therefore 
learn here, every good Chriſtian, to abhor this moſt de- 
teſtable and dangerous Poiſon of the Papiſts, which go 
about to thruſt Chriſt out of his Seat. Loca here, I fay, 
to leave all Papiſtry, and to ſtick only to the Word of 
. God, which teacheth thee that Chriſt is not only A 
| Judge, but a Juſtifier, a giver of Salvation, and a-taker 
away of Sin; for he: purchaſed our Salvation through 
bis painful Death, and wereceiye the ſame through be- 
ö lieving in him, as St. Paul teacheth us, ſaying, freely you 
afe juſt: ned through Faith. In theſe Wards of St. Paul 
all Merit, and eſtimation of Works, are excluded, and 
Clean taken away ; for if it were for our Works Sake, 
then it were not freely; but St. Paul faith freely. Whe- 
ther will you now believe St. Paul, or the Papiſt? Is it 
not better for you to believe St. Paul rather than thoſe 
wWieked and covetous Popiſts, which ſeek nothing but 
Jour Wealth, and not your Salvation?“ 
Compare this Deſcription of the papiſtical Doctrine, 
vd the Afſ-rtions of the Pſeudo - Prot ſtants of this Day, 
and you wil nd ſuch a Parity of Sent ment, as will but 
too fadly indicate how much we have imbibed lately of 


the erroneous Tenets of Rome.” Few comparatively are 


152 amongſt us, of whom were we to enquire a Rea- 

ſon of the Hope that is in tem, but would tally with 
Litime#s Adverſaries; and declare, that their own 
Goodneſs, Morality and Virtue, were the only Motives 


1 


which eduld inquee Chriſt to give them Salvation. A 1 | 
poor Foundati ien this z eſpecia'ly whoa we conſider that 


theſe 


* 
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© poſe Krenuous Advocates for Self-Righteouſneſs have 
| often the leaſt outward Holineſs of any. And I really 


— 


am ſurpriſed that theſe, who talk ſo much about good 
Works, and the great Rewards that attend them, don't 
= work a little harder than they do, But theſe Hypoerites if 
© they can get juſt Goodneſs enough to carry them to Hea- 
ven, and put them out of the Reach of Hell (as they 
S# ſuppoſe) would not do one good Work further, but 
& contentedly ſet themſelves down in the Security of the 
= Fleſh, and in the Deluſions of it. But Conſcience will 
not ſuffer them to ſleep ſo ſoundly as they could wiſh. 
4 They ſtand upon a tottering Uncertainty, and therefore 
tbey ate always perplexed with Doubts and Fears. 
Ji Thing has not been done right; in that they have 
ſinned, To-day they ſhould have been more devout in 
Prayer; Leſterday they have left ſomething undone, 
which ſhould have been done, Thus they are always in 
Agitation, in love with their own Goodneſs, yet in fear 
felt they have not enough of it to inſure their Salvation. 
Far be it from me to blame the Practice of Morality, 
and all the ſocial Virtues. No, by the Righteouſneſs of 
= Faith I eſtabliſh them. But I muſt cenſure, becauſe God's 
= Word does, the wicked Aim, which theſe People have in 
performing them, Like Beelzebub, they ſtrive here 
do dechrone Chriſt, and to rob him of the Glory whi 
be hath purchaſed at no e than his own Blood; 
and! verily believe there is not a Sin more damnable on 
== the Face of the Earth, as there was none more rebuked 
= than this by our Saviour when he was upon it. I onl 
inſtance the 23d of AZotthew, and would have you at- 
tentively read it, as well as obſerve what our Lord fo 
== yechemently inveighs againſt, 15 e 
An further atteſting that the Whole of a Sinner's Juſti- 
f cation is the Blood and Righteouſneſs of the Redeemer, 
l will produce two or three more faithful Witneſſes of 
Jeſus Chriſt (though my Citations would be endleſs, 
were I to attempt to collect all the Sentiments of the 
Faithful on this Subject). See the Teſtimony of Wil- 
Lan Smith (Fox's Acts and Mon. Book 2, Page 291) 
naa Letter left behind him, entituled, To all that love 
Lad unſeignedy. From Chriſt (ſays he) is the Pro- 
pitiation for our Sins; (and then adds) be bold there- 
ſore to confeſs this moſt pure and apoſtolical Truth, And 
Ade, that all Favour, Mercy and Forgiveneſs cometh 


only 
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only by him. He only of God the Father was made 
for us all Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, SanCtification and 
Redemption. All theſe are the Gifts of God the Fa- 
ther, freely given to us by Chrift Jeſus; God and Man, 
through Faith in his Blood, and not by the Merits of 
Men. To this do the Law, and the Prophets witneſs, 
and this Doctrine have ALL THE BLESSED MARTYRS 
of Chriſt's Church witneſſed with their Blood to be true. 
To this Truth have ALL THE CoONSCIENCES of all 
true Believers "ſubſcribed ever ſince the Aſcenſion of 
Chrift,” So alfo did this Man before the Face of his 
bloody Murderers. 1 8 ; 
Jon Warie, Page 180 of the ſame Book, ſays, 
«©, The third Day he (meaning Chriſt) roſe again from 
Death to Life, to make full and perfect the whole Work 
of our Redemption and Juftification.” And again, in 
Page 181, © I do believe that my Sins, and all their 
Sins which do rightly believe the holy Scriptures, are ſor- 
given ONLY through Jeſus Chriſt ; of whom only I do 
profeſs that I have my whole and full Salvation and Re- 
demption; which St. Paul ſaith cometh not through our 
Works or Deſervings, but freely by Grace, leſt any 
ſhould boaſt himſelf, Through the Blood of the Crofs 
all things in Heaven and Earth are reconciled, and ſet 
at Peace with the Father. WITHOUT HIM No HE AVEN+ 
Ly LirRE 1s GIVEN, NOR SIN FORGIVEN.” 
The Confeffion of no leſs than fifteen Martyrs, ſigned 
by each, has theſe Words in the fourth Article of their 
Faith, Same Book, Page 71. We believe and con- 
fels, concerning Juſtification, that as it cometh wor 
from God's Mercy through Chriſt, fo it is perceived, 
and had of none, which be of Years of Diſcretion, other- 
ways than by Faith only ; which Faith is not an Opi- 
nion, but a certain Perſuaſion wrought by the Holy 
Ghoſt in the Mind and Heart of Man; where through 
as the Mind is illuminated, fo the Heart is ſuppled ta 
ſubmit to the Will of God unfeignedly.” e 
That bleſſed Man M. Luther, in the Argument of 
his Comment on the Galations, uſes theſe Words, viz. 
Like as the Earth engendereth not Rain, nor is able 
by her own Strength, Labour and Travel to procure the 
ſame, but receiverh it as the meer Gift of God from a- 
bove ; ſo this heavenly Righteouſneſs is given us of God 
without our Works or Deſervinge. Look then — 
„ gs | muc 
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much the Barth of itſelf is able to do in getting and pro- 
curing to itſelf ſeaſonable Showers of Rain, to make it 
fruitful; even 95 much, and no more, are we able 
to do by our on Strength and Works, in winning this 
heavuenly and eternal Righteouſneſs ; and therefore ſhall 
never be able to attain unto it, unleſs God himſelf, by 
meer Imputation, and by his unſpeakable Gift, do be- 
ſtow it upon us.” I would earneſtly. recommend the 
* reading of this holy Man's Comment, wherein this 
Doctrine of Juſtification is faithfully and ſcripturally 
treated of, and which, by the Bleſſing of God, may be of 
=X Uſe to you. e R 
I next appeal to the great Biſhop Uſer's Deciſion in 
chis Point. See his Sum and Subſtance of the Chriſtian 
Religion, printed 1653, and Page 103, &c.Queſt. 
What is Juſtification ? Anſib. Fultification is the Sen- 
tence of God, whereby he, of his Grace, for the Righ- 
teouſneſs of his Son by him imputed to us, and through 
Faith apprehended by us, doth free us from Sin and 
Death, and account us. Righteous unto Life. Rom. viii. 
Zo, &c, 1 Cor. i. 20, Phil. iii. 9. For hereby we both 
have a Deliverance from the Guilt and Puniſhment of 
all our Sins, and being accounted Righteous in the Sight 
of God BY theRighteouſneſs of our Saviour Chriſt imputed 
to us, are reſtored to a better Righteouſneſs than ever 
ve had in Adam. Quęſt. I perceive your Anſwer needs 
= fartherexplaining : Firſt, Why call you Juſtification a 
W Sentence? An/w. That thereby we may be informed 
& Juſtification deth not, in this Place, ſignify to make juſt 
by infuling a perfect Righteouſneſs into our Natures 
but here the Word ſignifieth to pronounce juſt, to quit 
and diſcharge from Guilt and puniſhment; and ſo it is 
a judicial Sentence oppoſed to condemnation. Rom. viii. 
33. 34. bo ſhall lay any thing (faith Paul) to the 
= Charge of God's Ele#t? It is God that jujtifieth; who 
Vall condemn ? Now as to condemn is not the putting 
any Evil into the Nature of the Party condemned, but 
the pronouncing of his Perſon guilty, and the binding 
him over unto Puniſhment; fo Juſtification is the Judge's 
pronouncing the Law to be ſatisfied, and the Man diſ- 
charged and quitted from Guilt and Judgment. Thus 
God, imputing the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt to a Sinner, 
WE doth not accpunt his Sins unto him, but intereſts him in 


a State of as full and perfect Freedom, and Acceptarice; hi 
as if he had never ſinned, or had himſelf fully fati-fi-d. . 
For though there is a Power purging he Coiruption of in 
Sin, which telloweth upon Juſtification, yet it is care- net 
fully to be diſtinguiſhed from it. Que. What is the 
Matter firſt of our Juſtification? © Anjw, The Matter po 
of Juſtification, or that Rizhteouſneſs whereby a Sinner In. 
ſtands juſtified in God's Sicht, is not any Rightevuſneſs il 
inherent in his own Perſon, and performed by him, but 
a perfect Righteouſneſs inherent in Chriſt, and pero m. 
ed for him. Queſt. What Rigitc ouſneſe of Chriſt is it 
whereby a Sinner 1s juſtified? Anfw. Not the eſſential 
Righteouſneſs of his divine Nature; but, firſt, the ab- 
folute Integrity of our human Nature, which in him 
our Head was without Guile. Heb. vii. 6. Secondly, We: 


5 


the perfect Obedience, which in that Nature of our's he In 
performed unto the whole Law of God, both by doing %% 
Whatſoever was required of us, Matt. iii. 15, and by 
ſuffering whatſoever was deſerved by our Sins. 1 Pet. 
Ii. 24. For he was made Sin and a Curſe for us, that 
we might be made the Righteouſneſs of God in him. 

veſt, What is the formal, or being Cauſe of our Juſ- 
tification, and that which makes this Righteouſneſs ſo 
really our's, that it doth juſtify us? Ar/w. The gra- e 
eious Imputation of God the Father, accounting his 
Son's Righteouſneſs unto the Sinner, and by that ac- 
counting, making it his to all Effects, as if he himſel/ 

ad performed it. QPueff, But how can Chriſt's Righ- 
teouſneſs be accounted our's? Is it not as abſurd to ſay, F 
that we are juſtified by Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, as that a 
Man ſhould be wiſe by the Wiſdom of another; or live 
and be in health by the Life and Health of another? 
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ply it unto themſelves. Rom. v. 19, x. 4. For if the 
Sin of Adam were of Force to condem us all, becauſe 
we were in his Loins, he being the Head of our common 
Nature, why then ſhould it ſeem ſtrange, that the Righ- 
teouſneſs of our Saviour Chriſt, both God and Man, 

ſhould be available to juſtify thoſe that are —_— 
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im, eſpecially conſidering that we have 4 more ſtrict 
Nonjunction in the Spirit with him, than ever we had 
n Nature with Adam? And Rough it be not fit to 
neaſure heavenly Things by the Yard of Reaſon, yet 
Rt is not unreaſonable, that a Man owing a thouſand 
Pounds, and not being able to pay them, his Creditor 
may be ſatisfied by one of his Friends. Je If Chriſt 
= th paid our Debt, how are we then freely juſtified by 
race? - Anſw. It is of Grace that Chriſt is given unto 
, and alſo that his Righteouſneſs, apprehended by Faith, 
= accounted ours. Ir is true, that the Juſtification of a 
Pinner, conſidering the Caſe as between the Father and 
hbriſt, no Man dare call it free, No, the Price of our 
Redemption was the deepeſt Purchaſe the World ever 
Peard of; but whatever it coſt Chriſt, it coſt us nothing; 
nd ſo to us it is freely of Grace from Chriſt; yea, and 
Fo us it is freely of Sa from God the Father too; 
Mot becauſe he acquits us without a full Satisfaction of 
is Juſtice, or accepts that for perſect Righteouſneſs 
rhich is not perfect Righteouſneſs ; but becauſe he re- 
Fives full Satisfaction from the Hands of a Surety, and 
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5 ehallenged the uttermoſt Farthing at our Hands, which 
were the Principals, and then there had been no Poſſibi- 
ity for us to be delivered. Queſt. What gather you 
rom this Doctrine of Juſtification by Chriſt's Righteouſ- 


Papiſts, who ſeek Juſtification by their own Works, 
„Ind Righteouſneſs inherent in themſelves; whereas, 
rhough being accepted, we muſt, in thankfulneſs, do 
ll we can for God; yet when all is done we muſt ac- 
- Knowledge ourſelves unprofitable Servants, The only 
in Matter of our Joy and Triumph, both in Life and 


ess. Not our Perſons, nor the beſt Actions of the ho- 


4 ieſt Men, dare appear in God's Preſence, but in his 
Name and Merit, who. conſecrates all, the Lord Jeſus. 


-Y om this Well of Salvation, this ſweet Doctrine of 


ia e fully diſcharged that hath ſuch a Price laid down for 
m. Our Sins, though > A ſp great, cannot weigh 


at Surety being his own Son, when, as he might have 


Mc? Anſw. Firſt, To condemn the proud Opinion of 


eat, muſt be the Imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſ- 


b. decondly, We may here take Notice, that there is no 
omfort to a Chriſtian Soul like that, which floweth 


1 281 


down his Rizhteouſneſs and 2 1 viii. 33) and | is 
Gad having accepted his Son's Righteouſneſs for us, I 
will not hold us any longer Treſpaſ „ but he diſ ul 4 
his own Juſtice from nets any further Demand, Hence 3 
— is nothing comes upon the Saints from God's re. 
Juſtice, but all our Corrections are medicinal * 
— od's fatherly Love, to purge out that Sin of ou. U v 
ature, which he Nath already pardoned in our Perſons, WM 
Thirdly, and laſtly, This Doctrine may be great Com. 
fort to weak Chriſtians in the Midſt of their troubleſome I is 
mperſections, and Senſe of their weak Meaſure of Sanc. Wi 
tification, to conſider that the Righteouſneſs that is in- 
erent in themſelyes is not the Matter of their Juſtiſica. 7 Pu 
tion; or that which muſt appear before God's Preſence! I 0 
to be pleaded. The Righteouſneſs of Chriſt is compleat - 
and perſect; this is our main Joy and Crown of re- 3 
joicing to be found in Chriſt, not having our own Rig. 
agi, but that which is in him, and made ours 994 
{God's gracious Account. Quęſt. But how is this great 4 
Benefit of Juſtification applied unto us, and apprehended! = 
by uz Anſw. This is done on our Part by Faith alone, - 
and that not conſidered as a Virtue inherent in us, work- 
ing by Love; but only as an Inſtrument or Hand of the 
Soul, ſtretched forth to lay bold on n the Lord, our Righ- 
teoufneſs. Rom, v. I. Xe 10. . XXlil. 6. $0 that 
Faith juſtifies only relatively, in Reſpect of the Object, We 
which it faſteneth on; to wit, the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, by which we are juftified. Faith is only the In- 
ſtrument to convey ſo great a Benefit to the Soul, as the 
Hand of the Beggar receives the Alms.“ un 
This 1everend Prelate has treated the Subject with o * 
mw Plainneſs, and Perſpicuity, that it needs no other 
amment or Explication but itſelf. I will next, there- 
fore, make a ſhort Extract from Biſhop Beveridge's Pri- 
vate Thoughts, Page 43, and bear what he * perti· 
nent to the Matter before uus. 4 
“% »Tis a Matter of Admiration to me, (ays be) how NB 
any one that pretends to uſe his Reaſon, can imagine 
that he ſhould be accepted before God, for what comes a 
from — For how is it poſſible that T ſhould be 
2 . good Works, when . do no good Works a oF 
| be firſt juſtified.” Turn over to the 47th Page, 
5 after aki of the Obedience of Chriſt being 
9 che B _ he goes on; . 5 NY 
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Wis Obedience being more tnan Chtiſt was bound to, 
Ind only performed on the Account of hoſe whaſe Na- 


re he had aſſumed; as we by Faith lay hold upon it, 
God, through Grace, imputes it to us, a, if it had 
een perfo by ber our own Perſons; and hence it 
as in one Place Chriſt is ſaid to be made Sin for us, 
we are ſaid to be made Righteouſneſs in hm: But 
Pat Righteouſneſs? Our own? No, che Right. 0»ineſs 
God radically his, but imputatively ours. And chis 
= the only Way, whereby we are ſaid to be. mad the 
ehteouſneſs of God, even by the Righteouſneſs of 
Wriſt being made ours, by which we are accounted and 
puted 22 before God. Theſe th gs con- 
ered, I very much wonder how any Man can preſume 
=D exclude the active Obedience of Chriſt from our Juſ- 
cation before God, as if what Chriſt did in the Fleſh 
Ja only a Duty, not at all of Merit; or, as if it were 
Ir himſelf, and not for us.“ In the next Page but one 


ot to be puniſhed for my Sins, becauſe Chriſt hath 
„5 ffered: But to be received into the Joys of Glory, be- 


7 


e I ſhall here quote a few celebrated Divines, which 
we judicious Mr. Harvey calls ſome of the brighteſt Or- 
o ments in the eſtabliſhed Church. You may find them 
er his third Letter, writing to Theron, from Page 319 
325. I might ſay many things from this gracibous 
iae's own Writings, but forbear; not purpoſing ta. 
eee one Author who may not be ſtiled an ancient 
gp itanical Divine; but would refer you to the reading 
Theron and Aſpaſio: Which in my Judgment is 
= of the foundeſt Pirces.of Divinity that Ever Iſaw. 
_ Biſhop HorKINS. 1. 


to 
! 
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"on 
CS by * 


* 8 Conſonance with his Brother of St. Aiaph. . ++ The 
gde Obſervance of it, but finding it impoſſible to be 
wild by fulfilling it, we ſhould thereby be driven to 
8 4 — '— *-  CnnzsTp 


be his fervent. and affectionate Biſhop ſpeaks in per- 


was given us, not that we ſhould ſeek Juftification 
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Cur ist's Righteouſneſs ; who hath both fulfilled it * 
himſelf, and- ſatisfied for our tranſgreſſing of it, and 
therefore ſaith the Apoſtle, The Law was a School- Mafter, ou 
to bring us unto Chriſt, that we might be juſtified by Faith. cl: 
To this End it was promulged, that ſeeing the Strict- Fe 
neſs of its Precepts, the Rigour of its Threatenings, ang 
withal, being convinced of our impotence to fulfil its 
Commands, we might be urged by its Tenets to fly to "Rex 
CHRIS r, and find that Righteouſneſs in him which may 
anſwer all the Demands of the Law.“ | b 
Biſhop Reynolds, ſtiled by his Cotemporaries, and not 
without Reaſon, A walking Library, bears his Teſti- 3 
mony in the following Words: „ CHRIsT, as our 
Surety, paid our Debt, underwent the Curſe due to 
our Sins, and bare them all in his own Body on the 
Tree; became ſubject to the Law for us, and repreſen- 
tatively, in our Stead, fulfilled all the Righteouſneſs the 
Law required, active and paſſive. - For Sin being once 
committed, there muſt be a double Act to Juſtification ; 
the ſuffering of the Curſe, and the fulfilling of Righteouſ- em 
neſs anew. The one, a'SatisfaCtion for the Injury we 
have done to God, as our Fudge; the other, the Per- o 
formance of a Service which we owe unto him, as our 
Mares,” 5 1 RAN 4224 | 4 © 
To this illuſtrious Triumvirate let me join Biſhop tio: 
Davenant, who, for his great abilities and unqueſtiona- Ci 
dle Integrity, was appointed one of our religious Pleni- on 
potentiaries at the renowned Synod of Dort. In his ve- to 
ty valuable Expoſition of the Epiſtle to the Coloſſians, 
he writes to this Effect: Ve are compleat in CHRIS T T. io 
Ye are furniſhed in that all-ſufficient REDEEMER, ut 
with whatever is requiſite to everlaſting Salvation. With 
Wiſdom; ſince it is the Conſummation of this noble 
Endowment, to know CHRISH and him crucified. With 
Righteouſneſs ; becauſe: he has perfectly ſatisfied the the 
Law, and thoroughly expiated our Guilt, With Sanc- tde 
tification; becauſe his SPIRIT dwelling in our Hearts, 
mortiſies our corrupt Affections, and renews the Soul 
after the Image of its CREATOR,” “ = 
Let me bring up the Rear with a Teſtimony, which 8 
for Clearneſs, Solidity, and a full Repreſentation of the 
evangelical Doctrine, might very juſtly have claimed a a 
Place in the Van. It is taken from an Author, whom 


the general Conſent of our Nation aasee wit Y 
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FTreatiſe on Juſtification, ſays - © It is a childiſh Cavil, 
our Adverſaries ſo greatly pleaſe themſelves with, ex- 
claiming, that we tread all chriſtian Virtues under our 

Feet; Dar we teach, that Faith alone juſtifieth. 
ZW hereas, by this Speech, we never meant to exclude 
either Hope or Charity from being always joined as in- 

ſeparable Mates with Faith, in the Man that is juſtified 3 

or Works from being added, as neceſſary Duties, re- 

uired of every juſtified Man; but to ſhew that Faith 
che only Hand which putteth on Chriſt to Juſtifica- 
ion; and Chriſt the only Garment, which being ſo put 
on, covereth the Shame of our defiled Natures, hideth 

e Imperfection of our Works, and preſerveth us 

plameleſs in the Sight of God: before whom, otherwiſe, 

Ine Weakneſs of our Faith were Cauſe ſufficient to make 


"If 
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20. 
F Ve 


s culpable; yea, to ſhut us out of the Kingdom of 


ZHeaven, where nothing that is not abſolute can enter.“ 
Juſin, who was firſt a Gentile Philoſopher, then an 
eminent Chriſtian, and at laſt a Martyr for the Truth, 
ſpeaks more fully to the Point. What elſe could 
cover our Sins, but the Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt? 
By what poſſible Means could we, unrighteous and un- 
holy Creatures, be juſtified, but only by the Interpoſi- 
tion of the Son of God in our Behalt?” Having, in this 
Clauſe, made a Profeſſion of his Faith, the good Man, 
on the Contemplation of ſuch a Privilege, breaks out in- 
to a kind of holy Tranſport. ** O ſweet and delightful 
Exchange] A Diſpenſation unſearchably wiſe and gra- 


cious!] Benefits quite unexpected, and rich beyond all 


our Hopes That the Sin of many ſhould be hid by one 
righteous Perſon; and that the Righteouſneſs of one. 
== ſhould juſtify many Tranſgreſſors . 

The follewing Words are remarkably ſtrong, and 
che Sentiments peculiarly bold. But they come from 
the Pen of the fineſt Writer in eccleCaltical Antiquity. 


, Chryſo/tam, tor their recommendatory Preface. Fear. 


not (fays he) on Account of any of thy paſt Tranſgreſ- 
ens o 


Arucdtive Violator of the Law, is not to be with-held, by 
che Conſciouſneſs of any Guilt whatever, from belieying; 

ori. When thou atteſt Faith on him, _ bal 
_— | | 8 fulfilled 


| the Law, when once thou hath fled by Faith to 
eſas Chriſt, The moſt enormous, and the moſt de- 


e Title of Judicious. The judicious Feier, in 2 5 


hey have the great Name, and yenerable Character of 


* 
, 
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fullled, I might Aer fulfilled the Law: Fr 
chou haſt received n better Righteouſneſs than it could lh 
ever require; thou art poſſeſſed of a better Obedience 
chan any Creature could poſhbly pay?“ = - 
Laſtly, Let the perſpicuous Mr. Burkitt deliver his . 
Opinion, for which yon profeſs, or ſeem to profeſs a 
great Veneration. See his Expoſition on Rom. iii. 24. 
e Obſerve here; firſt, a glorious Privilege vouchſafed to 
Believers, which the Scripture calls Fu/?iflearion, where- 
77 8 they are judicially acquitted, and diſcharged froth the 
ailt and Puniſhment of all their Sins, and accounted 
tighteous before God. Obſerve, ſecondly, the Efficien nt 9 4 
Cauſe of our Juſtification, ' it 75 God that Juftifieth. u. 
| Who can forgive the Crime, but the Perſon againſt 
whom we have done the Wrong? Obſerve, thirdly, the 
moving, or impulſive Cauſe, namely, the free Grace of 
God, being juſtified freely by his Grace. Obſerve, ne 
fourthly, the meritorious Cauſe, the Blood-ſhedding, 
and Death of Chriſt, through the Redemption that is in 
Fefus CH. Obſerve, fifthly, the final Cauie, to de- 
clare | his *Righteouſrieſs ; not his Clenieticy and Mercy ., 
only, but his Juſtice and Righteouſneſs, eſpecialy tiat lb: iſ 
Attribute, which diſp6ſes and inclines him to pu'.iſh ic 
Sin and Sinners. Obſerve, fixthly, the inſtrumental 
Cauſe. of Juſtification, Faith. hom God. hath ſet Ar 
forth to be a Propitiation through Faith in tis Blood.” it 
See likewiſe his Note on Gal. iii 21. The Apoſtle Md a 
"concludes this Chapter with a double Argument, to 
pus the Chriſtian's Juſtification by Faith, Without the Mint: 
'orks of the Law, Firſt, were it otherways, we d 
ſhould fruſtrate and make void the Grace of God; for Med 
if Juſtiheation be by Works, it can no more be by Grace, 
according to the Apoſtle, Rom. xi. 6. And Chriſt's 
Death had been in vain, without any neceſſary Cauſe or 
Reaſon at all, if the Juſtification of a Sinner could have Mag 
been obtained by his own Works. Where note, that 
as well Works 4 after Faith and Converſion, as tho Nu 
done before it are excluded from being the meritorious Wl 
Cauſe of our Juſtification either in whole, or in Part ; 
becauſe the joining of Works with Faith, in the Matter 
of our Juſtification, is a total excluding of God's free 
| Grace, and @ loud Proclamation that Chriſt died in 
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have been endegvouring to ſhew, that the ſole Cauſy - 
W our cceptance with God is the precious Blood-ſhed- 
Ng, and the prevailing Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, be great, 
nanuel, the God with us. We haye ſeen that the Scrip- 
es are expreſs to this Point, and we have heard th 


E-fimonics of ſome of God's faithful Miniſters and 
Pampions tor his giorious Goſpel ; that they are in 
ect Uniion with the Scripture, and with each other, 
W that ſetting aſide their Names with their difference of 
ie, and Form of Expreſſion, though born in different 
es, and one in a different Country, one might evis 
ay ſee the ſame Spirit breathed in them all, and that 
WH were of one Mind. The Lord God had called them 
Ich an effectual Calling, his Grace had choſen them . 
Wit of an evil World, and ſome of them, with inflexible 
Bc ldneſs, dared the F Ire and the F aggot, and ro 
Yntempt on the moſt diabolical Rage of their and their 
aſter' Enemies, What could — 29 them ſo undaunt; 
Wy to triumph in the midſt of Burnings ! What coulc 
Wake them rejoice when loaded with Hardſhips, Hun- 
„ Peril. Nakedneſs and Sword ?—Nothing but the 
e of God's infinite Love to them in all, and, a: 
Wemſelyes confeſſed, the Righteouſneſs of Jeſus 8 ö 
Ich which he had cloathed their once naked Souls. 
And ſhall the Succeſſors of theſe bleſſed Men be hifled, 
"of it were, Out of the World; be made a bye 4 | 
Naa Proverb of Reproach, becauſe they confeſs to have 
= ſame Faith which was once delivered to former 
Mints? Shall they, who now dare to ftand up fer Chriſt, 
ad his free Salvation, be traduced as Enthuſiaſts, de- 
ed as Madmen, or avoided as Hypocrites ? To what 
it this be attributed? If the ſame Doctrines which 
Zr Reformers maintained be exploded, becauſe they are 
w preached, is there not implied ſome Difference in 
Ngment of theſe things by the preſent Day? „ Yes, 
s one) when our Fathers threw off the Popiſh vol 
che Romiſh Bigotry, ſuch ſort of Doctrine, as Juſ- 
ation by Faith alone, was neceſſary enough; but 
Ws e are under no Apprehenſions ef being bound with- 
r laviſh Chains, ſuch Preaching becomes the leſs 
=. dful.” Much ſooner ſaid than proved. I will grant, 
© ed, if the Nature, the corrupt, fallen Nature of 
| U pn, is mended ſince that Time, that there will be the 
de gubification only by Cf, and that i this 
= | ature 


tion to the Sentiments, and Experience of, I believe, = 
the whole Chriſtian World. And if the Company of 


Hell; how far-fetch'd is the Notion, and how miſer:bly =» 


practical, or proſeſſed Antinomian. The one cenſure 


v 2 
| ; 


No, let each move in their proper Sphere. Keep th 
Law of Works zealouſly, out of the Conſcience, and 


Peace up+n'the whole Iſrael of God ! 


— — ed Co „9 — 
8 — N K Tom SL Ze et *r 
rr WES eee e F 
* ;— EET = * of 2 - - by 
— * * * * a 3 : 
9 


| n it. eaſy, becauſe they have never tried to be 
Bere. 
ne 
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Nature grows better and better, probably, in Time, 


People may do very well without it. But to advance 
ſuch a Notion as this, would be in diametrical Oppoſi. 


the Apoſtles, the noble Army of Martyrs, and the ſpi- 
ritual Church of Chriſt throughout the World, bad ab. i 
folute Need of this perfect Ri ghteouſneſs of Jeſus Chrit 
to clothe their Souls, and fave them from Death and 
trained is the Argument, that this Doctrine was on ; 
needful to ſtop the Inundation of Popery? If I had not 
Hen this preſented to the Eyes of the Public, by one who lh 


* 
* 


the People of God, becauſe they utterly exclude al | 


Works in the Matter of Juſtification z and the other ex- 
claims againſt them as Legalifts, becauſe they hold thay 
the Law of God is, and ever ſhould be kept dear to them, 
not as a Covenant or Condition, but as a Rule for thei 
Lives and Converfations. To the one 1 would ſay, Di 
2e make void the Law through Faith? God forbid, Andi 
to the other, Do we eabliſß the Law at the Expence, an 
1 the Annihilation of Faith and Grace? God forbid a 


diſtinct from the Righteouſneſs of Faith; but let it ru 
che Corruptions ot the old Man, and mortify even 
Motion and Inclination to Evil in him; ſo that tl 
outward Walk and Converſation may be as becomcti 
the Goſpel. Happy they, who walk by this Rule, ye 


Ochets agaig will ſay, This is a mighty eaſy Way 
Salvation; then ene may ſet down and ds nothing. Su 


10 
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Satan is ever ready to make Men think bighly d 


/ 1 „ 
eir own free Will and Strength, and that they can do 
Wheſe important Things when they lift. But when 


ad ſhews it the deſperately wicked and depraved Nature 
Pit, covered with all the finfulneſs of Sin, then to rely 
2 pon Jeſus Chriſt for a free, an whole, and an everlaſt= 
es Salvation, is a Work only to be wrought in it by 
im that faſhioned the Heavens and the, Earth; who 
Wake, and the Worlds were made. Neither does this 
Pocctrine procure any Indulgement to the Fleſh ; for 
Wy that are Chriſt's, have- crucified the Fleſh, with its 
eions and Luſts. St. Paul, after his Converſion, 
as ſo far from ſaying, ** Now I am juſtified freely by 
She Redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus, I will therefore 


hat wilt thou have me to do? So wi 
Wot to ju/tify him. That Chriſt bas done for him. But 
Wo ſhew forth his excellent Praiſe, who hath called him 
Put of Darkneſs into his marvellous Light. Away then 
ich ſuch paltry Reproaches, and let that Torrent of 
A Wickedneſs, which we ſee univerſally overflow the 


f moral Philoſophy, which but corrupt the Head, as 
eell as harden the Heart, againſt the fleſh- debaſing 
oscrine of Jeſus Chriſt, | 
l ſhall here introduce a Paſſage of Scripture, which a 
Near Friend of ours remembers to have been the Founda- 
ion of his Grandfather's funeral Diſcourſe, and ſhall 
make a few Obſervations thereon. The Text is Eph. 
i. 8, For by Grace are ye ſaved through Faith, and that 
„ yourſelves, it is the Gift of God. Firſt, Grace 
ere means the free Act and] avour of God, in ſending 
Thriſt into the World to redeem loſt Sinners from the 
ure of the Law, which is due to the -Tranſzreflion of 
t, and from eternal Damnation, which muſt have o- 
WE crwiſc been to all Men, as the certain Conſequence of 
bat Tranſgreſſion. Secondly, Ye are ſaved through 
eib. It is in the preſent J enſe; ye are ſaved, and that 
bug Faith; which implies, that the Knowledge of 
Salvation, even the Remiſſion of Sins, is brought into 
he Sou], and maintained in the Conſcience, by Means 
f Faith. Thirdly, This Faith 7s nt of ourſelves ; it is 
W-: Gift of God, Faith is no Principle exerted in us by 
De Convictions, of Right and Wrong, but is a divine 


Wood's Spirit begins its gracious Work upon. the Soul, 


Wca'e to do any thing;“ that he 3 cries out, Lord, 
| | every Chriſtian, 


and, be imputed, as it juſtly may, to thoſe Deductions 


— >. . 
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Power imparted to the Soul by the free Gift of the Lori 


the Love of it, Fourthly, God's ' freely giving us 2 


J | ? .  _ 
on us: That we are blind, and therefore can never find 


unto thee, except a Man be born of Water, and of tht Y 


3, F. PR z 
We ſee the Importance and Neceſſity of this ſpiritulM 


ure of it. Like poor Nicodemus, many frame very ab- 


- 


[ 34 ] 
its God. For Inftance, it is very poſſible a Man mae 
hear the Goſpel-report, his Underſtanding may be con. oi 
vinced of the Rectitude of it, and the abſolute Necei. 
ty of receiving it; but unleſs God, by his almighty 
; ac enables this Man to believe, by giving him i 
Faith ſuper- natural, and then adding Strength to tha . 
Faith, the Goſpel will be always to him like a ou: 
Braſs, or a tinkling Cymbal. His Ears may be char: 
with the Sound, but his Heart will never be warmed with 


Bleſſing, implies our great Need of it. We ſhall nevi 
be able to conceive the Depth of ou: Need at all without 
Faith, nor form an adequate Idea of the immenſe Suppl 
which is treaſured up in Chriſt Jeſus, till we fit down 
with him in Glory. As nothing can paint our Depra-n 
vity in ſtronger Colours than the ſacred Oracles of 


Truth, fo nothing can preſent in ſo agreeable a Liv 


our Recovery from it by Grace, than the ſame divine 
Mind and Will cf God, Thee inform us (if we will 
ſearch. them) that we are ſpiritually dead in Sin; as un: 
ble to do the leaſt Good as a dead Corpſe, and alike in- 
ſenſible of the Burthen, which our Fall has impoſed up- 
out the Way of ourſelves to Peace and Salvation; bu 
muſt remain ſo till that bleſſed! Jeſus, who was anointed 
by the Spirit to preach the Goſpel to the Poor, to heal 
the broken-hearted, and to preach Deliverance to the 
Captives, gives alſo, freely gives recovering of Sight toi 
the Blind. Thus carnal, ſenſual, corrupt, and deviliſ 
necellary it was, that Man ſhould be renewed in the 
Spirit of his Mind, and be re-created in Righteouſneß 
and true Holineſs. So neceſſary is it, that our Lord 
declares to a Member of the Jewiſh Sanhedrim, Veri 
verily, I ſay unto thee, except a Man be born again, 
cannot ſee the Kingdom of Cod. And again he uſes the ſame 
vehement Words of Aſſeveration; /erily, verily, I ſa 


«Spirit, be cannot enter into the Kingdom of God. John i. 


Regeneration, now let us enquire a little into the Na- 


ſurd Notions of this Doctrine, and ha ily conlcude, at 
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mention of it, that it is only a Chimera, or a ridi- 
WW ous Impoſſibility, ſuggeſted by ſome enthuſiaſtic 
ins, with a View to impoſe on the Credulous and 
=... And accordingly they make a Ridicule of it. 


Lord of Life and Glory himſelf gave this Leſſon, 
inculcated it upon his Diſciples, who were with 
in the Days of his Fleſh, and left it as an infallible 
ee to all ſucceeding Ages, and to us, upon whom the 
as of the World are come. e 2 be born (ſays 
/Vater, and of the Spirit. Inſte:d of living, or 
4 {2 continually dying in your preſent State of Corrup- 
1 Pn; (as if he ſhould fa y) inſtea of being totally under 
Guidance of thoſe Gaful Motions, which you have 
Wbibed through the Fall; inſtead of being miſerable 
1, re, and periſhing in everlaſting Burnings hereafter ; 
ou are deſirous to eſcape this (and this Deſire I alone 
. Þ give) you muſt be born again, and receive my Holy 
J Pirit to give you Life, andi to operate with you in that 
W Life, which I ſhall beſtow upon you. You muſt 
ſo born of my Spirit, as to live by it; and the Evidences 
chs your new Birth will be a Renunciation of the old 
lan of Sin, Faith ſolely fixed, and acted upon me, to- 
ther with Righteouſneſs, Joy, and Peace in the Holy 
hoſt. 


8 
We by 


< be 
I 
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e Fleſh, by the Faith of the Son of God. He receives 
Wontinual Tnfluc ence, and Grace from Ged to enable him 
=D w.tiftind T emptations, to oppoſe Corruptions, to 
We: the Devil, to fly for Succour to the Captain of his 
WW vation, to h: ld on, to hold out, and to patiently 
at 'or Glory. O bleſſed Change! 0 deſirable Tranſ- 
mation! 

In further Confirmation of this important Truth, I 
Ul lay before you two or three Scriptutez relative to 
. St. Paul ſays, Rom. viii. 8, &c. to the Chriſtian 
onverts,' They that are in the Fleſh cannot fleaſe God; 
ut ye are net in the Fleſh, but in the Spirit, if fo be that 
e Spirit of God DWELL in . New if any Man have 


% ei you, the Body is dead becuuſe of Sin, but 
= Sir it is Life becauſe of Righteou; Teſs. See alſo Verſe 
: _ XC, F ar as many as are led by the Spirit F God, they 

F 2 mn 


1 0 


oT the Spirit of Chriſt, he is NONE of his. And if 


© thi: Claſs of Men would do well to remember, that 


The Soul that is born of Godlives the Life he has in 


* 


[36] 
are the Sons of God. For ye have not received the Spirit /| 5 
Boidage again to fear; 25 ye have received the Spirit ff 'Y 1 
Adoption, "Whereb, we cy, Abba, Father, The Spirit i. 
ef beareth Vi itneſs with our Spirit, that we are the Chil-l Y 
dren of God, Age in, Becauſe ye are Sons, God hath n 
forth the d pirit of his Son into your Hearts, crying, Able, 
Father. Gal. iv. C. The Apoſtle ohn, Iſt Epiſt. . 
"| I 3, ſays, Here! iy know We, that we dwell in him, and be 1 J 
in us, becauſe he hath given us of his Spirit, And like. 1 
wit iii. 24, Hereby know we, that he abideth in us by the 
Spirit, which he hath given us, This is the poſitive and 
preciſe Meaning of the Scripture, That as we Wo le 
born in Sin, and by Nature alienated from the Life of fte 
God, fo we muſt be made his Children by Adoption and 
Grace, or we are none of his,” , 
All true Believers are, and ever have been deeply ſen. 
ſible of the Need of this divine Unction from the Ho 
One. I will quote two, which at preſent occur to me ie 
M. Luther, in commenting upon Gal. iv. 6. uſes the 
Words, © The Holy Ghoſt is ſent two manner «| 
Ways. In the primitive Church, he was ſent in a mani- 7 
feſt and vifible Appearance. So he came upon Chriſt a Wet! 
Fe in the l keneſs of a Dove; and in the likeneſs of of 
ire upon the Apoſtles, and ot ther Believers. And thi Fo 
was che firit ſending of the Holy Ghoſt, which was ne. 
ceſſury in the primitive Church, for 1t was ieee 5 
that it ſhou'd be eſtabliſhed by manifeſt Miracles, be. 4 
c:u e of the Unbelievers, as St. Paul witneſſeth. 1 ( 1 
xiv. Strange Tongues (ſaith he) be fer a Sign and a J. 3 
Len, not unt, this n that believe, but to them that believi 
not. but after that the Church was gathered together, j 
and confirmed by thoſe Miracles, it was not necediary 
that thi, v ſi le ſe: dig of the Holy Ghoſt ſhould coni:-B8 
nue any ol.ger.“ 
« Seco: die „Tue Holy Ghaoſt is ſent by the Word int 
the Heaits o "the Wee as he e it is ſaid, God ſentg; 
the Spirit of his San, c. Ths ſending is w. thout any 
vi/ivle Appearan' d; to wit When by the hearing of the 
external Word, we receive an inward F ervency and 
Light, wher: by we are changed and become new Crea-Wl 
tures; whereby allo we receive a new Judgment, a neu 1 
Feeling. and a „e Mov: g. This Change, and thi 
new Judgment, is No Wokk or REASON, or of the 
Power! 2 
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oer of Man, but is the Gift and Operation of the 
Holy Ghoſt, which cometh with the Word preached, 
nich purifieth our Hearts by Faith, and bringeth forth 
us ſpiritual Motions,” And a little after he obſerves, 
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8 B Although it appears not before the World, that we be 


enewed in Spirit, and have the Holy Ghoſt, yet, not- 
ichſtanding, our Judgment, our Speech, and our Con- 
eon do declare ſufficiently that the Holy Ghoſt, 
Vith his Gifts, is in us. For before we could judge 
ehtly of nothing. We ſpake not as now we do, We 
onfeſſed not that all our Works were Sin, and damna- 
e, that Chriſt was our only Merit, before Grace and 
ZW fter, as now we do in the true Knowledge and Light of 


by 
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e Goſpel.” He further deſcribes the Stirrings of the 
I pirit of God in the Hearts of his Children, in ſuch a 


lanner, that I cannot forbear tranſeribing it to you. 
In the midſt of thy Temptation, and Infirmity (ſays 
he) cleave only unto Chriſt, and groan unto him. He 
aeiveth the Holy Spirit, which crieth, Abba, Father. 
And this feeble groaning is a mighty Cry in"the Ears of 
God, and ſo filleth Heaven and Earth, that God hear- 
eth nothing elſe; and moreover it drowneth the Cries 
of all other things whatſoever.” | 
4 „ Thou mult mark alſo, that Paul faith, that the 
Spirit maketh Interceſſion for us in our Temptation; not 
wich many Words or long Prayer, but only with a 
ME groaning, which, no:withtanding, cannot be expreſſed; 
and that he crieth not aloud, with Tears, ſaying, Have 
Mercy en me, O God, Fc. but only uttereth a little 
Sound and a fecble Groining, az, 4b Father ! This is 
= but a little Word, and yet, notwithſtending, it compre- 
= hendeth all Things. The Mouth ſpeaketh not, but 


7 
1 


Although I be oppreſſed wich Anguiſh and Terror on 
every Side, and ecm to be for ſaken, and utterly caſt 
way from thy Preſence, yet am I thy Child, and thou 
ort my. Father for Chriſt's Sake: I am beloved becauſe of 

che Beloved. Wherefore this little Word Father, con- 
=o ccived effectually in the Heart, paſſeth all the Eloquence 
of Dongſibenes, Cicero, and of the moſt eloquent Rheto- 
WS ricians that ever were in the World. This Matter is 
not expreſſed with Words, but with Groanings, which 
8 Croanings cannot be uttered with any Words, or Elo- 

a quence, for no Tongue can expreſs them, I have uſed 
| f many 


che Affection of the Heart ſpeakech after this Manner. 


138 


many Words to declare that a Chriſtian muſt aſſure him. . 
ſelf that he is in the Favour of God, and that he hath 


the crying of the Holy Ghoſt in his Heart.“ Thus far 
Luther . | | ; 6 1 13 

Biſhop Latimer, in a Sermon preached before King 
Edward the Sixth, on April 6, 1549, fee his Sermons, 
Vol. 2, page 185, uſes theſe Words, « Except a Man 8 


be born again from above, he cannot fee the Kingdom 
of God. He muſt have a Regeneration. And what i; i 
this Regeneration? It is not to be chriſtened in Water, 
as thoſe Firebrands (meaning the Papiſts) expound it, 
and nothing elſe. How is it to be expounded then? 
St. Peter ſheweth that one Place of Scripture acclarcth il 
another. It is the Circumſtance and Collation of Places, 
that maketh Scripture plain. St. Peter faith, And tue be 
born again, How ? Not by mortal Sced, but by im- 


mortal.“ 


This paſſing from Death to Life, by receiving the i 
Holy Spirit, or being regenerated and born again, (which 
are ſynonimous Terms) is the DoQrine of the Scrip- 
ture 3 of all true Believers, conſequently, and of the i 
Church of England likewiſe; as we might evince in a 
Multitude of Inſtances, collected from the Liturgy, Ho- 
milics, and Articles of it. But I ſhould ſwell my Letter hi 


to too voluminous a Bulk, ſhould I enumerate them all, 
therefore would mention a few, which follows, of the 
many Evidences for this moſt ſalutary, and moſt ſcriptu- 


ral Doctrine. And the Remainder will refer to your- Ml 


telf, my Brother, at your, Leiſure, to further compare 5 


what has been obſcrved on this Subject, with the Senſe Wl 


of your own Church, Firſt you are taught not only to 
pray tor this Spirit, but to confeſs before God, and al! A 
the Audience, that you poſſeſs the ſame; that you pray 
for, it, read your Abſolution, + Wherefore let us be- 
ſeech him to grant us true Repertance, and his Holy S Wl 
rit,“ and in the Litany, That i: may pleaſe thee to give 
us true Repentance, and to indue us with the Grace / 


#by Holy Spirit.” From which Words it is clear, you Wl 
profeſs to believe no Man can amend his Life, (repent) al 
or do any good Works, but as the Spirit of God oppe- 
rates on the Soul; and ſhocking to think is this, after a 
Man has been praying, as above, the ſame Man will go 


up into the Pulpit, and not only advance the Freedom of 
Man's Will, but deny the in-dwelling of the Spirit of . 


; [ 39 ] | 
oa in the Soul. O Brother, may God help you to 
W-fect on this, and may the Thoughts of it ſtrike to the 
erw Soul of bim who is guilty of ſuch glaring abomina- 
ie Contradiction; and that you, as a Church, prefeis 
Jo be endued with the fame, reflect on the followin 
Words you ſo often make uſe of, and take not thy Holy 
Spirit from us. 2 50 | 
But here comes an Objection, as malicious as erro- 


nurch informed me, was advanced by a certain M-—r 
rom the Pulpit, z. Some People (ſays he) pretend 
o have the ſame Spirit which the Apoſtles had; but I 
i beg leave not to believe them, till I ſee them work 
Ine ſame Miracles which the Apoſtles did.” I ſhall not 
Fake ſo much Notice of that abominable Hypocrify, he 
nut aſſume at his Ordination, when he profeſſed him- 
elk to be moved by the Holy Ghoſt, in order to enter upon 
ne ſacred Office; as the Repugnancy of his Declara- 
oon to Holy Writ, and the Tenets of that Church, of 
ich he profeſſes himſelf a Member. N 


Eworſhip him in Spirit and in Truth. But Mr. ä — 
Jays, no Perſon has this Spirit; becauſe he hath not the 
Power of working Miracles; therefore, according to 
him, none in the preſent Day worſhip God in Spirit and 
in Truth.—No, not Mr. 
on, indeed! Much better ſuited to the Principles of 
XZ 4hboimet, than the Profeſſions of a Mr of the 
Church of Chriſt, However, we will. now regard the 
WTeſtimony of Jeſus, and hear what he declares of this 
Matter. The Hour tometh, and now is, when the true 
| 1 Morſbippers ſhall worſhip the Father in Spirit and in 
ib; for the Father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him. John 
=. 23. And if the Father of Spirits fought ſuch to 


trained to ſhew a Reaſon, why God does not ſeek the 
ame to worſhip him naw. St. Paul declares, We know 


„ mateth Pnterceſjion for us with Groanings, which can- 
ot be uttered; and he that ſearcheth the Hearts, knoweth 
1 hat is the Mind of the Spirit, becauſe he maketh Interceſ- 
n for the Saints, according to the Will of Gad. Rom. 


eous, which as ſeveral of the Members of your 'own 


God is a Spirit, and they that worſhip him, muſt 


himſelf, A fine Rea- 


worſhip him then, notwithſtanding the Ceflation of Mi- 
racles, [believe the above Gentleman's Logic will be 


3 not what we ſhould pray for as we ought, but the Spirit ii- 


ii. 26. If one Saint, born of a corrupt Nature, full 
X 1 ("C004 
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of Ig norance in himſelf, and without Self. ability, f 4 4 


ſtances by Nature, mult likewiſe ſtand in Need of tel | 


God's Hand, if he never had the Spirit, to make him 101 2 


_ Bleffing 1 moſt hearuly wiſh and pray forhim, and mz Wi 
ny of his Order, that they may be Inſtruments of Glonf Ku 
to God below, and Inheritors of his Reſt j in the Man- 4 


ſelf oppoſes their vain DeduRion. For it aſſerts in tie 


L 40 ] 


in i to addreſs God, have his Spirit to make Intel 
ceflion for him, becauſe he 4new not what he ſhould prof 
for as he ought 3 then it necetlarily infers, that. anct!1 WA 
born in the ſame Condition, and under the ſame Circum. 3 * 


Jame gracious Help for his Inftixmities. _ 

The Enemies, therefore, of this Doctrine, of 6a 
Indwelling of God's Spirit, muſt either prove that es 
never was a Spirit, a Saint, or a Neceſſity for that Sp rf 


to à Saiat; or they mutt hold their Hands before the 


Mouths, and yield, that the ſame Spirit of Faith, w hie 
actuated ſo outwardly with the Apoſtles, does now a/ 
poſſeſs inwardly the Hearts of all his People. I wou 
adviſe this Mr to look into his Concordance, unde 
the Words Spirit, Ghoſt, &c. (which for want of Rooni 
I muſt forbear to cite) and he will ſee ſuch a Croud dll 2 
Dcriptures atteſting this Matter, as may be ſufficient i 


the Neceflity of having i it before he goes hence, and belf I | 
no more ſcen. The happy Enjoyment of this heavenly 4 


ſions above. 

There is another Cavil, which I cannot but take No- 
tice of, formed by ſome, who under the Form of God. 
neſs are denying the Power of it. Theſe aver, Tha 
tince the Canon of the Scripture has been fixed, . 
remains no Sort of Neceſſity for the Spirit of God, bof 4 
Scripture, without any other Help, is ſufficient to pon . 
out, and guide in the Way of Salvation.“ Z 

There ſeems a deal of Plauſibiliiy, and a mighty 6 

neration, for the Scriptures in this Objection; but, alas , 
like its Propoſers, it ſtands upon a ſandy Found-tion. ; 
mean as to the Conſequence they would deduce from i 

I grant that the whole Canon of Scripture is fixed, and 
that the Scriptures contzin in them all Things neceſtagy 

to Salvation. But I jurther argue trom the Principle. 9 

If the Canon of Scripture be fixed, and the Veracty of 1 
the Scripture be indubitable, then the very Scripture 1. 
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moſt concluſive Terms, that, the werld by M iſdem fue 
not Cod. That, the things of God une 0 Man, buf 2 
_ 


pie God: That, no Man hroweth' the Son but the 
ther; neither: bnoweth any Han the Father, ſave the 
or, and he to whomſoever the Son will reveal him. There. 
e their oppoſing this Point is alſo oppoſing that „ | 
ie and Canon which vainly pretend to eftabliſh. - 
But what gives theſe Candidates for Morality. and 
rue (as they call it, but it is alla Dream out of Chriſt) 
much Umbrage is, that chis Spirit of Chriſt ſhould ſo 
his People unto the Day of Redemption, ſhould give 
m ſuch Knowledge of the Remiſſion of their Sins, 
s che Door of Salvation being opened to them, that 
| { hold out the Beginning of their Confidence unto the 
id. To be aſſured (ſay they) of going to Heaven, 
hat monſtrous Preſumptien !” I grant it would be, 
ad much more monſtrous: than they can repreſent it, 
there were no Foundation for it. The Believer is not! 
Wilding Caſtles in the Air, as they do who think to fly Dp 
Heaven upon the Wings of their own dead Works, N 
t he has. a Rock of ſuch Stability to ſet his Feet upon, 
at all the Gates of Hell cannot prevail againſt it. His 
pith is not leaning upon any thing in, or of ' himſelf; 
it he caſts all his Care upon his beloved Jeſus, who, he 
nows, careth for him. W he abandons the very Gifts 
d Graces. which are beſtowed upon him, when he 


4 
. 


Pmes to the Point of his Acceptance with God. In 
Im is placed all his Salvation, and all his Deſire, and 
can truſt to that Love, which hath begun the good 
ork in him, to carry it on till the Day of Chriſt, no 
I would not, to the diſcouragement of any poor doubt- 
Soul, affirm, that this divine Aſſurance: is e/ential 
Faith, but rather a Fruit or HRffect of it. One well 
eervedy when he ſaid, Many have the Faith of 
liance:on' Chriſt, who have not the Faith of Aſſurancg 
pm him.“ Let it is a Mark of our high Calling, to 
ich we all ought to preſs, and without which we can⸗ 
de ſo comfortable and happy here as we might wiſh, 
y tas We:areprivileged to ꝓꝓ§ͥ‚ef . 
Idefine Aſſurance to be that Degree of Faith, which 
28 only confides in Jeſus Chriſt for preſent temporal 
ings, or for Righteouſneſs, Grace, &c. but reſts up- 
ham for the continuance of the one through Time, 
9 d' the duration of the other to all Etergity.' The 
rant the Believer — doing this is from God 
1 eB . 8 im- 


2k 


% OY. aa: 
4 FT. 22 »,. £24 
LIFE 12 gn F< ; N 2 
2 Pes r : el : 55 8 ” 4 * af 1 "FJ 3 

n Bt AS S/N * NS IN, N 0 x EIS , OF! D's Ao OO bo r 7 D 

* . DEE nh a> R COT Ie Ts I b = Ze AT — r E 

JVC do ESI /// w oo ed, nee od 
5 8 | n 1 yy Wa 7% * os as q "Rs 4 EY 8 

72 iz 5 & A. 7 7 5 2 4 old? of wo 4 
5 > 7 * 14 


ny 2%; » ERIE d 2 u n 

6 8 x ” TY 8 by 

8 3 . 5 TTY 2 IC 8 A 

* TO "$4: 2 8 Wan in oy 8 Feng Wk 
de ao ants 

WA" Pare, 3 Ns Bf 7 # = ics. $4 y 
a oe, i, i 
4 5 — * 1 7 


. 
5 


[424 © 1 
inmelidreh and from his Word 5. God benen 
Witness with his Spirit, in the Believ er's Spirit, that he i; 
aà Child of God; Sad if a Child, then an Heir; Heir lf 
God; and joint-Heir with Chriſt of that Kingdom «| 2 
Glory; which is eternal in the Heavens, and that faden 
not away. This is effected not by any wonderful Revc. 
lation, or miraculous ſudden Infuſion of the Fpirit of 


God); (which ſome I know unwarrantably have expect. 3 ; 5 


ed) but it is that actuating Principle, which caules the 
Believer's Faith to reſt upon God, comforts him in the 
Exerciſe of it, makes it productive of, not only Long- 7 
ings, and gracious Deſires towards his heavenly F ather, 3 
but of good Works and Love towards all Men, for buff 3 
merciful and heavenly Father's Sake. So that by ther 4 
inward Workings of Love and Affection to Chriſt, Wn 
this operative Good- will to Men; I ſay, by theſe _— 1 
ruits, he may diſcern himſelf ingrafted into the true 
Vine, Jeſus Chriſt, and has Reaſon therefore to rejoice 
accordingly. 
This is done e e and is an A between 1 J 
God and the Believer's Soul. He alſo takes his Wa 
rant "7itdiately from God's Mord, which can never be 
broken, and from his Oath, which muſt be inviolable. 
Hie Word ſays, My Sheep hear my Voice, and 1 bn 4 
hem, and they follow me; and I give unto them eternal 2 
Life, and THEY SHALL NEVER, PERISH, neither ſhall 


_ * 


any pluck them out of my Hand. My Father, which: gare 4 1 


them me; is greater than all, and NexN E is able 10 l 
them out of my Futher Hand. John x. 27, &c. Here i 1 
is obſervable, that the Security of Chriſt's People, ber 
ſigured under the Character of Sheep, than which no 
Creature can be more defenceleſs and ſimple, is conſi- 
dered not in themſelyes, but in the Omnipotence of the A 
Father, out of whoſe Hands none can pluck them. i > 
ſhall never periſh, becauſe Chriſt has redeemed and fe 
bought them with his Blood. The infinite Price he paid 
for them muſt be greatly hazarded, and might be pail 
in vain (which is 3 to ſuppoſe) if — Salve 3 
tion was left to the Fickleneſs and Uncertainty of thei 
own Minds, But, bleſſed be God, his Covenant is or- 4 ur, 
dered in all things, and ſure. The Bond made betwixt ne 
Chriſt and his People is indiſſoluble, and the Contract. 
eternal. But yet, though God's Mord cannot be bro- | 
ken, muſt ſtand fact — ever _ ever, He was ui : 


£0 : 
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e more abundantly to ſbetu unto the Heirs of Promiſe the 
MUTABILITY of his Gounſely and confirmed it by an 
Arz; that by two immutable Things, (i. e. his Word 
md his Oath) in which it was anipoſſible for God to lie, 
Wi might baue a ſtrong Conſolation, WHO have fled' for 
1 Fuge to lay held ; upon the Hope ſet befer e Us: 2 
Ve we have as an Anchor of the Soul, both ſure and 
fa. ny which entreth into that-with the Veil. Heb. 
| 17. a „ 1 FF 1 FOE. Sis bo hb 
I This Scripture is ſo plain and obvious, that we need 
We <xpatiate upon it; and indeed every: Proteſtant ceaſes 
be truly ſo, when he diſavows the bleſſed Leſſon it 
Wntains. The Roman-Catholics eondemned this Doc- 
Wine, in our Fore-fathers, as heretical, and the papal 
Wuthority commands all its Adherents to doubt of their 
Wl vation, by avouching that none of them can be ſure 
it. Many among us, who abhor the Thoughts of 
Ppery in the Name, deviate but little in reality from 
me of the moſt avowed Principles of it. But, thanks 
to God, there are yet a few, though but a few, com- 
Pratively ſpeaking, who dare to own God's naked 
Fruths amidſt all the Opprobrium, and Contempt, which 
evil World may thiow upon them for it; and who 
Ne not afraid to confeſs him and his Goſpel, who hath 
aeemed chem unto God by his Blood, who hath given 
Weir Souls a lively Senſe of it, and hath. made them 
Wings and Prieſts unto God and the Father for evermore. 
ln the firſt Dawn of the Reformation, M. Luther moſt 
Nangelically preached this Goſpel, He, like a ſkilful 
Whylician, knew, and applied it as the only Cordial to 
oobing Souls. And if you would hear what Eftima- 
n he had of the Doctrine Doubting, I would refer 
Hu to his Comment on G41. iv. 6. 1 will extract only 
ew Lines from him, in Confirmation of what I max 
e advanced. Let us therefore (ſays he) give 
Fhanks unto God, that we are deliyexed from this mon- 
aus Doctrine of Doubting, and can now aſſure our- 
ves that the Holy Ghoſt crigth and bringeth forth in 
Hearts unſpeakable! Groanings. And this is our 
achor hold, and our Foundation. The Goſpel com- 
andeth us to bchold, not our own geod Works, our 
n perfection; but God the Promiſer, and Chriſt. the 
edistor. Contrariwiſe, the Pope commandeth us to 
., not unte Chriſt,” our high Biſhop, but unto our 
1 | CT IS - Works 
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Works und Merits. On the one Side muſt needs 0. 1 
low Doubting and Deſperation; but on the other Sell 5 Eq 
Aſſurance of God's Favour and. Joy of the Spirit. Fa} . 
WE CLEAVE UNTO GopD, WHO CANNOT LIE. FA 
he faith, "Behold I deliver my Son to Death, that throw! 9 4 
| Bis Blood he may redeem ad; ron thy Sins, and } rom Jy 9 
nal Death. * this Caſe I cannot doubt, unleſs ] 1 
utterly deny God. And this is the Reaſon that ou 
Doctrine is moſt ſure and certain, becauſe it carrieth ui 
dut of ourſelves, to the End that we ſhould not lean til 
dur own Strength, to our on Conſcience, to our o.m/¾ö n 
Feeling, our own Perſon, and our own Works; but u n 
chat which is without us, that is to ſay, the Promile 10 5 
Truth of God, which cannot deceive us. This th. . 
Pope knoweth not, and therefore he wickedly imagineſ 2 
that no Man knoweth, be he never ſo juſt, or io. wit. 
whether he be worthy of Love or of Hatred.” But if b. 
be juſt and wiſe, he know eth aſſuredly that he is beloval 
of Sou, > vg he is neither juſt nor wiſe.” . 3 
But⸗here, I ſuppoſe, you may ſay, Are there rot foul 
who-profeſs this Certainty of Salvation, ' deceived, and un 
intereJied in it? Yes, that 1 verily believe: But th 


| Retitude of a Poctrine is not wholly to be determine 1 
from its Profeſſors; for if ſo, the evangelical Princip 

of che Ohurch of England muſt, through: the — : 
ble Licentiouſneſs of many of its "outward! Members, b. : 
called in queſtion, and judged by that Rule, would meal 

with univerſal Contempt. There are many, poker 
in the Profeſſion of this bleſſed Truth, who know 10 
more ſavingly what it is, or wherein it conſiſts, chan : 
Turk" or a Jew; ; yea; further, it is poſſible there ar 


ſome, who may have great natural Inſight into thig I t 
Matter, Who have nothing at all to do wich it. Ard li 
Hieſe Sorts of carnab Profeſſors may be thus diſtin f. 
They can liye i in forme Sin allowed of, and —.— main. ; C 
tained. They ea — be light and frothy, can . them. v 
ſelves to any C ny, rel: gious or profane. They ain © 
ut the ban of 8 der not the Honour W u 

| cometh fm God heir Converſation is 2 4 y 
and without that Worm and Vigour which the ww A 
Chriſtian enjo 3 ort, they can conform to the 
ſl becau of the World; and the Wi | 
foes them as ite W. t 
Pouch Sell-decelvere! would ſay, you know nothin | 


5 
J 

_ 

; 


dis precious Salvation of Jeſus, which we have been 
eating of; and beware left you do not fall from the 


Y owering Summit of your Profeſſion. into the Abyls of "= 


ell. K "of 1 * 1 bs $% 
1 1 have, my dear Br other, been conſidering ſome of 
ue moſt eſſential Points of Doctrine wherein the eternal 
Falvation of Sinners conſiſts; and have proved (as God 
Enabled me) that e, Doctrines which you deſpiſe 
Und rejedh, are the very Things, which the Church of 
England, its Reformers, Martyrs, and Biſhops have 
zaintained, and which ſome of them have ſealed with 
Sheir Blood. You know: that many are ſo uncharitable 
as to charge me with Schiſm, for not attending the 


= ontradiction to the Articles, Homilies, his Oath, | and 
Profefhon, wound the Principles of our dear Reformers 
through the Sides of thoſe whom he terms Schiſmatics. 
But let us reaſon together, and confider, at whoſe Door 
WT the Charge of this Schiſm muſt lie. If ſuch an one as 
vou, I believe, moſt frequently hear, aſſerts the boaſted 
3 Pivaity of human Nature, the Powers of Man's free 


IT Salvation, that his good Doings are the efficient Cauſe 
of Juſtification, and that he never can come to ſuch. a 


his Life being now hid with Chriſt in God ; I ſay, if he 
a aſſerts theſe. damnable Hereſies in Oppoſition to what I 


1 have advanced from Scripture, and from ſeriptural Wri- 


tings alone, can I be blamed in withdrawing myſelf 
from from ſuch a Miniſtry, and am I really the Knit 
tic, or the M——r, who maintains ſuch deteſtable No- 
tons? By Schiſm I underſtand a Deviation much or 


Church of England. And I refer it to your Judgment, 
or mine, | Certainly there is a wide Difference betwixt 


wide a Difference betwixt him and the Goſpel. . 


teous Man, than ſtripping him of all 


and 


ein Church of -------. to. hear a Mr in flat 


1 Will, the Rectitude of Man's Life to be ſufficient for 


Knowledge of his ſpiritual State, as to be aſcertained of 


little from ſome Orthodox, eſtabliſhed Rule of Faith; 
ſuch for Inſtance as the Thirty-nine Articles of the 


4 whoſe Opinions more cloſely correſpond with them, his, 
s, and, as 1 think, I have in ſome Meaſure proved as 
Nothing ſtings the Heart of a Phariſce more than this 
expoſing the hidden, and loathſome Dregs of it; and 
nothing is a greater Affront to an unxi 2 ſelf-righ- 

his fancied Excel- 


Facies, and putting him upon a Level with-Publicans 
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But I would: have: ſuch an one reflect a Moment, that it 


Repentance and pablicks AG of fuch his wicked 


_ amongſt you, who wear the ſpecious Form of Godlineſs, 


tinually dying in this deſperate Deluſion! How applica- 


ſent Generation? My People (ſays he) bath been bf 


| have turned them away on the Mountains; they have gone 


8 [4 1 1 
and Aatlols;" Such humblin Doctrine he cannot bear, ſh 
but on every Occaſion will few, how much he is in- 
cenſed againſt it. I remember a Man, greatly diſtin- 
guiſhed, as a notable Member of the Church, once re- 
plied to me, when I was preſſing the former Doctrines 
home to him from the thirty- nine Articles, That if 
the Articles did indeed eſtabkſh ſuch a Doctrine as this, Me 
he would neither believe the Doctrine, nor Articles.“ 
A Speech hardly conſiſtent with a Profeſſion of Unity to 
the Church of England, ſavouring more of abominable i 
Pride, and obſtinate Ignorance, than Reaſon or Sagacity. Wl 


he diſowns the Principles of his Church, his Church 23 


immediately, and apon that Account, abfolutel diſowns 


him. And, ſor my Authority to aſſert this, I produce 
the fifth Canon of the Churchs agreed on by the Convo- 
cation in 1603, entitled, 9 

„ Impugners of the Articles of Religion eſtabliſhed L 
in the Church f England, cenſured.” 1 

 «:Whoſoev 8 ſhall hereafter affirm, That any of the 
ine: Articles agreed upon by the Archbiſhop il 
and Biſhops of both Provinces, and the whole Clergy, 
nolden in London, in the Year of our Lord God, one BY: 
Thouſand, five Hundred ſixty-two, for avoiding Di- 
verſities of Opinions, and for the citabl.ſhing of Conſent 
touching true Religion, are in any Part ſuperſtitious, or 
erroneous, or ſuch as be may not with a goed Con/cren. e i 
ſubſeribe unto; let him be excommunicated þ/o facts, 9 
and not reſtored, but only by tae Archbiſhop, after his ©» 
Errors. 26135 

If this: Cad Gould Kibly hab its full Porctsb 6 
being duly executed, I 3 to think what a deſpi- 
cable Congregation, as to Number, wou'd compoſe the 
Church of By England as by Law eftabliſh d. How many WW 


are utter Strangers to the efficacious Power of it? And, 
O lamentable Truth] how many precious Souls are con- 


ble are the Words ot God, by tac Prophet, to this pre- 
Sheep; their Shepherds have cauſed them to go aſlray; they 
7 Mountain to Hill, they have * thuir Rehe: 


fl are 
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ace. Jer. i. 6. And to ſuch falſe Shepherds, who, 
re mercenary Hirelings, are more careful to feed upon, 
an to feed the Flock, I would recommend the ſerious 
cruſal of the 23d and 24th Chapters of Ezetiel. 

= Upon the Whole, my dear Brother, permit me to 
dreſs myſelf ſeriouſly. to you; and may God enable 


Weep Attention, which the everlaſting Importance of it 
&c you demands. Is Man thus fallen and alienated from 
e Life of God? Has he ſo much inherent impotency, 
te be wholly unable, in the leaſt, to extricate himſelf 
om this deſperate Fall; yea, even to defire it? Can 


de ſaved, mult it be alone by the free Grace of God 
Jeſus Chriſt, without any conditional Qualities, any 


any Works wrought before or after that Grace is 
eceived? That this is the true State of the Caſe, you 
annot fairly deny, or ſolidly confute. Scripture abun- 
antly confirms it, and the Divines I have cited (with 
veral others, whom to have produced would have made 
ee exceed the Bounds I preſcribed myſelf) are ſtrenu- 
us Eftabliſhers of the Truth of it. It remains then, 
at of neceſſity, you mult either invalidate the Truth of 
e Scriptures, and the Doctrines of the Reformation, 


Pope, you will not have the Hardineſs to do the one, 
will pray, that God may give you the Happineſs of 


au on this Side the Grave, than the Knowledge of 
angelt, and his precious Salvation. Could you poſſeſs 
Ne whole Realm of Nature, or have all the Kingdoms, 
a Riches of the World, wholly at your Diſpoſal, 
ichout the Grace of God, and the Inſpiration of his 
1 $p:rit, you would be but the more eminent] y miſer- 


= 6 and your falſe Grandeur would prove your real 
3 Jeſtr ion. . 


* 


F The humble Cottager, in whoſe Heart Ghrift dwelleth 
Faiib, is infinitely more happy, than the mightieſt 
onarch, without Chriſt, in the moſt ſplendid Palace. 


ho - | 
de Chriſtian, who has put on the-inyincible Panoply 
1 God, has atchieved a much more valuable con- 


Jou (for without him you can do nothing) to give that 


WS do nothing to recommend him to God; and if ever 


eparatory Goodneſs, to indyce God to give him Grace, 


Wh aſſent to the Truths contained in my Letter. I would 


pouſing the other. A greater Bleſſing he cannot give 


Welt, than the moſt renowned Commander, ꝛ0b is 
* thout Hope, and withaug God in the Mord; for he hay 


— ee ddd 


|; eonquered-him/#lf, or rather the Spirit of Jeſus within | 


Luſts and Paffons. Of Sin and Satan he may be the 


the Fleſh is by the"Foith of the So of Gad, lives ſuperior f 


tendants onthoſe, whoſe Heaven and whoſe all is trea» 
Jared up in Earth; and, armed by his almighty Saviour, 
_ goes ſorth with him againſt the 


near him. He guides him by his Counſel, and will | 


mortly receive him to Glory. The Lord is his Shep- 
nerd, he cannot want. He is led beſide the Streams ot 


tian to renounce the tinſel Delights of Sin and Senſe, 
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him. The worldly Warrior, though Legions of valiant 


Men await his imperious Rule, and thouſands of hapleſs . 


Mortals fall the Victims of his Sword, may, notwith- 
ſtanding, be the wretched Slave of his own abominable il 


miſerable captive, and muſt drag the accurſed Chain to 3 1 
Eternity, unleſs: the Redemption of Jeſur gives him 4 
free Releaſe, and a full Diſcharge from his deplorable ki 


to thoſe excruciating Pange, which are the eonſtant At- 


e Enemies of his Peace, 
conquering and to conquer. His dear Redeemer is evet 


Comfort, and is preſerved as well from the ſtagnating 
Waters of Deſpair, asdelivered from' the rapid Torrents | 
of Temptation. The Lord Jehovah, who is his Wiſ- 
dom, Righteouſneſs, Sanctifcation, and Redemption, 
will alſo be his Shield, and bis exceedingly exceeding 
eat Reward: In compariſon of the Delights, which 
is Saviour affords his Soul, and his ſerene State of Mind, RW; : 
all the Pleaſures of this apoſtate World are but Dung 
and Droſs. When one reflects upon his preſent Peace, 
there is enough to charm the moſt obdurate Heart wih 
the Love of the bleſſed Goſpel; but when one looks 
ſorward into the future; eternal World, O who would 
not be a Chriſtian ! How infinitely ſurpaſſing all Man's. 
Underſtanding, are the Pleaſures, and the Joys which 
are at God's right Hand fer evermore | But how enhanced 1 
is their Value, when through Love divine the Soul can 
call them its own? Such an one, with bleſſed Paul may 
well cry out, O the Depth of the Riches, both ef the N. 
dom and of the Love of God]. And with the pathetic 
Pſalmiſt, Iwill be telling of thy Salvation, O my God, 1:1 
the Day long; for I know not the Numbers ther eoßß ft 
What think you, my Brother, could induce a Chrif- 
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when he has the ſame Appetite for the enjoyment of 
Eaſe and Pleaſure, as other Men? What is it _—_ ! 


ER 3 
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F 
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3 
ſo aſtoniſhing a Change in him, that the very Per- 


de at Playhouſes and Operas, frequent Gaming 


; dation; what is it that can make this very Man re- 
24 

Wirement, and a melancholy Courſe of Life as it is 
Widly c:1'd) among others, who arc looked upon with 
, and St. Paul, to be peſtilent Fellows, and Movers 
W-dction? What? Nothing, indecd, but the Poſi-(- 


Wc and Corruption, deteſt that which once he madly 


We Love of Chriſt has ſuch tranſcendent Excellencies, 
Wt it. fixes his inmoſt Wiſhes upon things above, and 
upon things of the Earth. And his greateſt Grief 
that he can love his dear Redeemer no more, and 


rtality, and he waits in ſure and certain Hope for 
Time of his Departure hence, knowing that his dear 
rd and Maſter hath borne all his Iniquities in his own 


lancholly ? Is this to be moping, and uncomfortable ? 
et them who live in Sin propoſe theſe Queries to 
nſelves; the Chriſtian has nothing to do with them: 
pd though his Life may be counted Madneſs, and his 
== without Honour, yet, in God's own Time, he 
= be numbered with the Juſt, and ſhall have his In- 
itance with the Saints in Light. A little, yea, a ve- 
little While more, will diſcover who was the Fool 
the Madman, the Saint who has caſt all bis Confidence 

che Lord, or the poor diſtracted Sinner, who has 


= terreſtrial Ball. When this future State is thought 
who would not pity a World of Sinners! Who can 
==: pray for a World of Self-deſtroyers. 

ere is alſo a very wide Ditterence betwixt a mere 


ch apparent Reformation, without Chriſtianity, but 

ee can be no true Chriſtianity, without Reformation. 

is not ſkinning over the Wound of Corruption, by a 
H 


% k 
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= who once was ſo fond of Gaiety, Wantonneſs and 
ly ; who once could cordially make a Party of Pleas 


Swearing, with every other Species of Sin and Abo- 


them all with Loathing and Abhorrence, and chuſe 


of true Happineſs, the Enjoyment' of that Peace 
ch the World can rther give nor take away, could 
Nie a Heart wholly deosed (as every Man's is) to 


ted, and fly from that which he eagerly purſued. 


Ne him no better. His Soul is pregnant with Im- 


Jon the Tree, and hath covered his Soul with his 
WErlaſting Robe of Righteouſneſs, And is this to be 


1 
. 
N : . a ; » 
— , ‚ renne 


Wed his utmoſt Wiſhes upon the periſhing Rubbiſh of 


omed Man, and a real Chriſtian. . There may be 


Round 
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theſe. Hear how he addreſſes ſome of theſe Self-juſtif: 


Round of Duties, and moral Strictneſs, that will effea,, e. 


ally heal the Sore. The Blood of Chriſt applied through, 23 & 
2 F - | 1 ” < = On 

and rec ived by Faith, can alone acc mpliſh this happy 1 
Purpoſe. Every other Remedy is mere Empir:c, andi ng 


Pretence : Chrilt Jeſus alone is the Phyſician of Souls: 


And they who refuſe to come to him, becaul- he ea; be 
them gratis, and perfectly, without any Help of theirs, Wl * 


will find their Diſorder ever incurable, and by and b, % . 
loathſome, as to cauſe their caſting into that outer Dark. Ars 
neſs, where there is only weeping and gnaſhing of Tecth -- 


If indeed Righteouſneſs come by the Law, and Hes. 1 


ven is attainable only by a Man's living an outwardly 4 8 
regular, ſober, decent Life, then Chriſt died in vain My 


his is the Scope of an Apaſtle's Argument. An in. f 


fallible Preacher has tated the Caſe, and it remains to, 


this Day in its full Force. Not all the Lies of all the 1 4800 
ſelf- righteous Phariſees, nor all that fine, faſhionable 
Cauſe of Salyation, through (as one calls it) the flower Fa 


i ee of eſpe 
Paths of Virtue, which our Moraliſts have pointed out 50 
to us, haye yet been of ſufficient Weight to counter- ba. nf, 


lance this important Truth. There is no other Name t Po 


under Heaven given among Men, whereby we muſt bee Re 
ſaved, but in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt ; neither is there] fr 
Salvation in any other. This is the Voice of Scripture. 
Then, alas! how unwiſely do thoſe Men act, who 
Inſtead of making Jeſus Chriſt the Alpha and Omega aD t! 
their Faith and Confidence, are building their everlaſting 


Hopes upon the ſandy Foundation of their own imperted 15 1 
Doings? O, my Brother, beware of this dreadful De pw gu 
lufion of the Devil. The Soul that is in this Condition ceedi 


is farther apoſtatized from God (if poſlible) than the : Gl 
moſt proc Libert ne, and much harder to be recon: Bs 
ciled to him. The lowly Lamb of God never gave {aff 155 
cutting a Reflection to any Sort of Sinners, as he did to q 


ers, who would not ſo much as eat without waſhing 
their Hands, who paid Tithes more than they needed 


ave largely to the Poor, an were the only reputed g-00d * 
5 of People in the World; and an awful Addreſs it ; . 


enough to make their Souls to tremble, and their Hear 
to ach, viz. Ye Serpents, ye Generation of Vipers, hol 
can ye eſiape the Damnation of Hell? And if theſe, by al 
their boaſted Righteouſneſs and good Works, could ne 
eſcape ſo ſevere a Malediction, with what Face do ou. 
modern Seiſ-juſticiaries expect (with perhaps not * 


| E. 

ir Appearance of Goedneſs) to ſtand before the aws 
Tabdunal of the Son of God ? Do they hope to be. 
W-o:npenicd for their ſin-polluted Works? O let them 
what they have. demerited, and tremble at the im- 
Wnding Vengeance of the Lord] Let them look into 
We perfect Law of God, ſee their own horrible Defor- 
Wicies, and all this yain Conceit of themſelves muſt va- 
Wh awar, and they as the vile/? of the Vile, will hum- 


Nearts. The Want of ſeeing the infinite Purity, and 
anicendent Holineſs of God's Law, is the alone Cauſe 
cis moſt terrible Deluſion, as it is indeed the com- 
Won Source of all other Errors. And, | 

My dear Brother, let me beg of you, for God's Sake, 
Id for your own Soul's Sake, to beſeech God in his 
Banitold Mercy, that you be not Ship-wrecked upon this 


Wngecous Rock. Truſt not in yourſelf, for all yourſelf 


ke all other Men) is nothing elſe but Sin. You have 
5 1070 wicked and deceitful Heart, which is ever 
Wiving to lull you aſleep, either in the Lap of carnal 
Ecurity and ſinful Delights, or to make you dream of a 
Wit Poſſeſſion of Goodneſs, which, in the Morning of 
Je Reſurrection, like the baſeleſs Fabrics of all other 
Jiſions, muſt vaniſh away, and leave not ſo much as a 
Wreck behind. Rather may the bleſſed Jeſus enable 
Nu to put your whole Confidence in him, for with the 
Word there is Mercy, and in our Chriſt there is plenteous 
edemption. Then you would find the Goſpel, which 
Wing the Salvation, quite a different thing to what you 
u ſuppoſe it. "Then would you ſee ſo much of the 
ceeding ſinfulneſs of Sin, and ſo much of the exceed- 
g Glory of Jeſus, that, like the bleſſed Martyr, in the 
Pre, you muſt be conſtrained to exclaim, None but 

rift, none but Chriſt. In him you would find a Ful- 
ſs more than ſufficient to ſatisfy the moſt enlarged De- 
e of your capacious Soul, and that whole Deſire 
ould be, that you might continually receive out of it 
race for Grace. Then you would have ſomething to 
ork upon; your Duties would not be dry, but delight- 
|; and 3 | 
&y were a ſweet ſmelling Savour, acceptable ta God in 
2 Jeſus. 8 | 


d, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Rom. v. 1. Being 


a 


I themſe:yes in the Duſt before the great Searcher of 


al there would be this Conſolation, that 


Being juſtified by Faith, you would have Pea e with 
n again of his Spirit, LIST behold God, not as 
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a terrifying;- abſolute Being, but under the endeariut 
ircumftance of an heavenly Father, and yourſelt 
Child by Adoption and Grace. This Renovaticn 
your Nature would produce SanQification in your Wi 
and with the conjoined Teſtimony of God's W or! 
Spirit, would increaſe in you to the full Unde:ſtandi, yt 
and to the full Aſſurance of Faith. Heb. x. 22. S0 
Happineſ is more deſirable to be poſſeſſed, than eaſy E | 
be expreſſed, pw | E 
But what can ſalſe Religion do for you? When Dez 
ſhall come to deliver his awful Meſſage, what will! 
your Confidence, and what your Hope, when Jcſus | 
not the Foundation, whereom you have ſtayed your 80 
Can you contentedly launch into Eternity in the lea 
Veſſel of Uncertainties? Can you think of depart 
E ſome Truſt, ſome ſweet Perſuaſion thi 
eaven, and Glory are your's through the precious M. 
tits of a riſen Saviour ?—This Truſt, this perſuaſi 
phariſaic Holineſs never will, never can afford you; b 
cauſe ſuch Holineſs is not genuine, but counterfeit a 
ſpurious, contrary to Scripture, and therefore oppo 
* Mind and Will of God. The utmoſt it c 
avail you is, to bring you continual Perturbation, a 
iſcontent here, WI everlaſting Sorrow hereafter. Fn 
the Truth of the one, I appeal to your own Conſciena 
as J do for the Veracity of the other, refer you to 1 
ſacred Volume of God. VV 
I have, my Brother, out of pure Concern for y.. 


of England. The Truth of this, I cannot but thin 
muſt be obvious to you, if you have read it with an u 
| biaſled Heart, and an impartial Mind. I would ho 
too, that your Underſtanding is in ſome Meaſure ca 
vinced of the Truth, of the Nature, and of the Ip:riu 
of theſe everlaſting Concerns. All that remains tha 
is to beſeech the Lord God of Sabaoth to bleſs them 
your Mind, and to write them upon your Heart, wißt 
out which, all mine, yea, all the Endeavours of 21! 
Men in the World, will fail, and prove ineffectual 
— ðͤ v ̃ ͤ , ,» 5 
G very gſfẽctianat Brother. 
| / - <a" 08. 6 N 25 
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